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DISCOUR SE 



CONCERNING 

The Connexion oCthc'PJiO'PHECIES 
in the Old Tcftament, and the ji^fticn- 
tim of them to C H R 1 S T. 



I 



' T may not be improper in this 
pkce, to take notice of Some Ohjec- 
thnsy which have of late been revi- 
ved and urged againft this whtU mthn both of the 
trofhecits themfetvts, and of the jippUcatioM of thtm 
ta 0trifi. The Sum and Strength of which Ob- 
jedions, is briefly This : 

TTiat all the Promifes fuppofed to be made to the 
Jews before Chrift's time, of a MeJJtas or Deliverer i 
were mmierjioed and meant of feme »• Temporal De- 
*' liverer " only, who (hould reftore to the Ilraelites 
a mere worldly kingdom ; '< withoM the leaji Ima' 
" ^nation of a Sftritual DtUvenmcet " or of any 
Such Saviour as is preacht in the New Teftament. 

Thati conftquently, " j4U the Prephedet " in 

the Old Teftament, applied to Cbriji by the Apo- 

ftles 



c€ 



Ales in the News are applied to him in a Senfc 
merely [^* tjficah mjfiical, aUegoricat, or enigmatical ; ** 
in a fenfe << different from the obvious and literal 
•* Senfe^^ " by " nem interpretations put s^on tbem^ 

not agreeable to the obvious and literal meaning tf 

thofe Books " from whence they are cited. That is 
to fay ; That the Prophecies were all of them intended 
concerning Other Perfonsy and Other Perfins Only; 
and therefore are falfely and groundleffly applied 
either to Chrift in particular, or in general to the ex- 
peftation of ^nj/ fuch Mejjiah as fliould introduce a 
Spiritual and Eternal Kingdom. 

Tihat there are feveral Paflagesj cited by the Apo- 
ftles out of the Old Teftament ; which are either tidt 
found there at all ; or elfe are very, different in the 
Text itfelf, from the Citations alleged ; and confe- 
quently are by the Apoftles either mifunderfiood or 
mijappliedm 

That even Miracles themfelvcs, " can never rendef 
*^ a Foundation valid, which it in itfelf invalid; can 
*' never make a Falfe inference, true ; can never make 
** a Prophecy fulfilledy which is not fulfilled; " can ne- 
ver make thofe things to be fpoken concerning Chrifl, 
which were not fpoks^ concerning Chrifl. And con- 
lequently, that the Miracles faid to have been work- 
ed by Chrift, could not poffibly have been reallj 
worked by him ; but muft of neceffity, together 
with the ff^hole Syjtem both of the Old and New 
Teftament, have been wholly the EffeU of Imagi-^ 
nation and Enthufiafmy if not of Impofture* 

Now in order to enable every careful and finccre 
Reader, to find a SatisfaBory jinfiver to thefe and 
all other Obteftions of the like nature i I would lay 
before him the following Confiderations. 
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I. I liippofe it to have been already proved in | 

tjie foregoing pan 9f this DifcQurfeK thj|t there 
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JS a GOJ>\ and that the Nature and Circum- 
ftances of Men^ and the necefTary Perfedions of 
God, do demonftrate the Obligations and the Ma-' 
fives of NATVRAL KELIGIONi that is, 
that God is a MORAL as well as Natural Co* 
vernpur of the World., \yhoever denies Either of 
f hefe aiTertlonSy is obliged to invalidate the Argu- 
ments alledged for proof of them in the Former 
part of this Book; before he has any Right to 
mterpiix Atheiftical Argum^ts and Objedions, in 
the frefint Queftion. It being evidently ridiculous^ 
in All who believe not that God is, and that he 
is a Moral Judge as well as Neural Govemour; 
XQ argue at all about a Revelation concerning Religi^ 
0n9 or to make any Inquiry whether it be frifm Go4 
or no. . 

^. As God has infa^ made known even demon-r 
^ble Truths, Natural and Moral Ttuths, not to 
AH nien equally ; but in different degrees and fro^ 
portions, to fuch as have a Dijfofition aud Dejire to 
inquire after them : So 'tis agreeable to Reafon and 
to the Analogy of God's Proceedings, to believe, 
that he maj foffibh^ hy Revelation and Tradition, 
haye given (om^ further degrees of Light j to Such 
' as are fincerely defirous to know and obey him ; 
£0 that they who will Do his Will, may £jtou/ of 
the doftrine whether it be of God. As our Na-^ 
tfsral Knffwledge of Moral and Religious Trtiths iq 
fad i>, {6 Revelation poffibly may further be, as it 
were z Light Jhiffing in a darkjflacef 

z. It appear? in Hiftory, that the Great Truths 
and Obligations of Natural Religion, have from 
the Beginning been Confirmed by a perpetual Traditi" 
on in particular Families, who, though in the midfl 
of Idolatrous Nations, yet ftedfaftly adhered to the 
Werfhip of the God of Nature, the One God of the 
Vniverfe. And by the Nation of the Jews ^not with- 
ftanding all their Corruptions in PraUift, yet in the 

Sjfteni 



Sjptm ofiA Conjiitfition tf thtir Re{M$n) has the fame 
Trddition been continually prcfcrved Whereby they 
have been as it were a City upon a Hilly a ftMwUng 
Tefiiwonj againft an Idolatrous World. 

4. Among the Writings of all, even the txioft an- 
tient and learned Nations, there are None bm the 
Book3 of the Jcws^ which (agreeably to the ah$ve 
dtmtjnftratcd Truths concerning the God of Natwre 
and the Foundations of Naturd Religieny) have, ex- 
clufive of CisaHce and of NeceJJitj^ afcribed either 
the Original of th Vniverfi in general^ (an Vniverfe 
full of infinite Variety and Choice^) to the Will and 
Operation of an Intelligent and Free Cauft; or given 
any tolerable Account in particular, of the For^ 
wdtim of thif cur Earth into its prefent hiAitabU 
State^ 

5. But in Theje Books, there is, not only (in oidcr 
to prevent Idolatry) a full Account (agreeable to the 
l^rinciples of natural Reafon,^ how the Heavens and 
the Earth and all things therein contained are the Crea^ 
tures of GOD; but moreover, an umform Series 
of Hiftory, from the Infancy of mankind; com- 
Jtftent with itfelf^ and with the State of the Je^ifb 
and Chrifiian Church at this day, and with the PoJ^- 
i^iUties of the predided leries for the fmture ; for fevc- 
ral Thoufands of years. Which conjifttncj with the 
Poffibilities of fuch predifted iftiture Events, could not 
be h Chance, (as I ihall ftiow prefently ;) but is 
itftlFa great mdftanding Miracle. 

6. In 'Fhefe Books, agreeably to the ffopes and 
Bxpeltations nafuralh fonnded on the Divine Ttftfec^ 
fionSy God did from the Beginning make, and has 
ill along continued to his Church or Trsse Wbrjbif* 
fersy a Promife that Truth and Psrtue ^ovAdfrioitj 
prevail, Ihould prevail over the Spirit ofErrour and 
Wickednefs, of Delujion and Difobedience. That thiQ 

( 1) Gen. ^, Seed of the TVoman ftiould (l) hrtuji the Serpents 
*^- Headx That among \Krr Pofteritjy ihoutd arife a 

Deliver- 
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JDeJiverancey from the Delufion and Power of $109 
by which Satan (1) fhould be hruifed under their (*) ^'''• 
Feet. That in f articular from the Seed of Ahrahamy '^' *^' 
and from the Family of Ifaac^ and from the Poftcrity 
of Jacobs and from the Houfe of Davids ihould 
arife the ^ccomfiUjhment of all God's Pr.omifes to hij 
Church J and all the BJe£ift^s included in God's OKue- 
nant with his True Worftiippers. That at length, 
the Earth (3) (hould be full of the Knowledge ofCi)lC' "t 
the Lord J as the Waters cover the Sea : that (4) the 9- 
Kingdomi of this world flioiild become the Kingdoms ,, ,^ /J' 
of the Lordi That, in the (^) laji days, unto the Dan. 7, 
Mountain of the Lords houfe, the Scat of his True ^7- 
Worlhip, (hould all Nations flow. That Cod^I^-*'*- 
would (6) create New Heavens, And a New Earth, (6) If. 65-, 
(^) wherein dwelleth righteoufrefs : Wherein (8^ '7- 
the People fliould i^ ^li righteous, and inherit theS!^ ^^^ 
Land for even (hould be All (9) Holy, even every (8) If! 60, 
one that is (10 j vmtten among the Living. That ^i-^T'^f* 
God would (11) fet up a Kingdom, which (hould ^ '• ^' '* 
never be deftrojed, but fiand for ever: And that ^pjif.4.j. 
Ciz) the Saints of the Mofi High fh©uld tal(e the iio)OT^ 
Kingdom, and pejfefs the Kingdom for ever, even for *''''^*» *"" 

ever And ever. . SirOn 

7. AUtheGreat Pxomifes therefore, which God has CD^'H*? 
ever made to his CHV RCH^ to his PEOPLE, to^"^ ^'"'' 
the FAMILIESovNATlONSo( his Trt^^^^^^y^, 
iVorfhippers, are evidently to be all along ib underf that jhall 
ftood, as that PTtcked ^nd Vnworthj perfons, of what- ^t f'f^nd 
ever Family or Nation or Profeffion of religion xhcy bcj ^^'uZ., u 
fhall be exc4uded from the Benefit of Thofe Promifes, rn) Oan* 
O\^\htcutoff fromGoA^sPeople', And^rthyper/ons ot 2, 44. 
All Nations, from theEa^ and from the Wefi and from (^^^ ^^^* 
ahe North and from the South, {hall be accepted in ^^ \[To 
Their flead. That is to lay : In like manner as the tot\ 
Promife was made originally, not to yi.l the children of 
Abraham, but to Jfaac only i and not to Both the Sons 
|of Ifaac^ but to Jacob only : And, among tli^ Pof- 

B teriry 
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tertty of y^eoby jill wtre not IfraeU which Ti^re Of 

Ifraeh but, in Elijah' % days, feven thoufand only 

were the True Ifrael; and, in the time of Ifaiah^ 

If. xo, lie though thf nuntber of the childeren of IJrael was m 

Rom. 9, ff^g ^and of the Sea, yet a remnant only was to be 

HoV.i 2 2./*^^^> -^^^ ^^ Hofea God fays, / will call Them 
Rom. '9, nrj feofle^ which were not nn people^ and Her he^ 
af . lovedj which was not belovecf: So *tis all along tv'w 

dently to be underftood, that the children of the Pro^ 
fnife in the literal fenfe according to the /7<fff7, the 
jnjihle Chttrch or Profejfed Worjhifpers of the Trtio 
God, are but the Type or Reprefentatiive of the Real 

(1) Rom. invijlble Church of God, the (i) true children of 
a, 28. 3, jihraham in the /piritual and religious fenje, the (2) 

(2) Dan. 7, dom for ei/er^ even for ever andever^ even (}) tfz^ery 
18. one that is Written among the Living. 

(l)l£.^> 8. It being evident that God cannot be the God 

3* of the deadi but of the livings and that All Pro- 

mifes, made to Such Wqrfljippers of the Trm God 

as at any time forfook All that thej had and even 

Life itfelf for the fake of That Worftiip, could be 

nothing but mere Mockery, if there was No Life 

to comcy and God had no Power to reflore them from the 

^4^ Drf». dead'. This (I kyjbting Self-evident, it follows ne- 

V) Pod ^^ff*"'y» that when the Time comes that 71b^ PrwwiyJi^ 

r 5/16. iO«g^«' fl^all take place, the^fc^^muft ber^i/^^; and 

(6) Gen. the Saints, which have died in the intermediate tim^, 

If* ' • muft live again, and (4) Jland in their Lot at the End rf 

(l) Gen. ^^^ ^^^ ^j^gjj Gq^j ftjjgj himfelf (5; THE God of 

(8) Gen. Abrahamj IfaaCy and Jacob; and ftid to Abraham, 
17,8.135 {6) lam THT exceeding great Reward; and, (7) / 
If, 17. a^/7/ — ^r 4 CjiJii unto THE £, 4ffr^ fp ^^fi^^ ^f^^ 
liS f ^"' r*f<r; and, {%) I willgive the land unto T HEE ^ and 
(1) Geo. ?^ ^*7 fied after thee ; and repeated the vety fame Pro- 
28, 13. mifes to (i) Ifaac and to (2) Jacob perfinallj^ as well 
(3 j Dcut. as to (5 ) their Pofterity after them ; and yet (^)gazie 
(a) Acls 7 , Abraham none inheritance in the Land, tnough he pro-' 
/, ' ' * mifed 



W^ifed that he would givt it to HI M and to his Seed 
^fier him I but Graham himfelf (5^ fojourned only (j*) H^^- 
iH the land Promifej as in a fira,nge country^ dwelling * ' ' 5?- 
in tabernacles with Jfaac and Jacoby the Heirs with 
him of the fame Promijei who all (9) confejjed that (6) llchi 
thej were Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth i and u, 13- 
Jfacob particularly corpplairied that (yj the days of ^y) Cch: 
the years of his^ Pilgrimage had been Ferw and Evil \ 47, 9. 
And in blefliiig t^mc and Ijhmael^ God^ promifed 
tb (8) make Ifhmael frmtful^ and to Multiply him (g) Gen* 
exceedingly^ i^o that he (hould beget twelve Princes, 17, 20. 
.^tid God would nsaki hifn a great Nation^ and (9) ^''^^• 
mnlttply his Seed exceedingly ^ that it Jhould not h ^^^^: 
nnmbred for mult it tide I and yet in the very fame 
lentence, expreflly by way of oppofition^ and of high 
j/tnd eminent Mftinflion, declares that, notwithftand- 
ing all this, yet (10) his CO TENANT^ his (to) Geii.. 
EVERLASTING Covenant^ he would efiahlifb 17119*^^] 
with Ifaac, : When all This (I fay ) is conlidercd; 
the inference of the Apoftle to the Hebrews can* 
npt i^ut appear unanfwerably juft, that tjiefe Patri- 
p-chs (i) looked for a City fomewhat naore than (i)heh: 
Temporal, even a City which hath Foundationsj whoje "» ^°- 
Builder and Maker is God; and that (z) they who (2) Hcb. 
* /aid Such things, declared plainly that they fought a 11, 14,1^; 
^Country i 2i better cQuntry^ that is, an heavenly; and 
Hiiajt for This reafon God was not ajhamed to be 
'called THE IR God, becaufe he had prepared for 
them a City. And if this Inference was AeceflariJy 
*Ttue concerning the Patriarchs, who (j) confefftd (^)Uch: 
that they were Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth; n, 13. 
nfiuch more, concerning thofe * who (^) were tartu- ^ ^ Hrfy. 
rhd, not accepting deliverance , muft it needs be true, xi, 95-. 
,tbat the only poflible reafon of this their Choice, 
was, that they might obtain a better RefHrreUioni 

Other Notices in the Old Teftament, that the 
W9rjhippers of the True God in every Age of the 
W6ild, (hould at the End have their Lot in the 

B 1 Kingdoni 
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(S) Gen. f, 14. (6) Heb. 
ii» 5'.Wifci.4, io.Ecclus44, 
16. 49, 14. f7) 2 Kings 
2, 1 1 . Ecclus 48, 9. I Mace. 
2, /S. (1} Job 19, If. 
(2) The imrodudlion to 
thcfc words is very Iblcmn: 
Oh, that my Words "were notf 
■ ■ graven with an inm 
fen, and Lead, in the rock for 
ever. And how they wcic 
antiently underflood, appears 
from that Addition to the End 
of the book of Job in ihe 
LXX, j^ypfltjrrai ^, dyro? 
VeiX» iu»piu-i^y fJuiB^' av 6 
xvfi(^ cinffKny, So J06 died, 
heing oldy and full of Days: 
" But 'tis written th:^t he fiiall 

'* ^^fi ^E^^^i ^'^^ 2tof$ whom 
** the Lordraifes up, 

C5) If. 2<J..i9 
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Kingdom promifed to the Saints of 
the Mofi High : are, the (5) Trans- 
lation of Enochs (6) that he Jhould 
not fee death ; and the (7) taking 
up of Elijah into Heaven. Allnfiam 
to it at leafty if perhaps not dir]^. 
Afl'ertions, are the Words of (i) 
ypb : (i) Ikno'wjhat my Rcdeent^ 
er liveth, and that he /hall ftand at 
the latter day upon the Earth : And, 
though after my Sklny -worms deftroy 
this Bodyy yet in my Flefh fiiall / 
fee God. And thofe of Jfaiah : (3). 
Thy dead men fball live ; together 
with my dead body fball they arife : 
Jhvaki and fng^ ye that dwell in 
dufi i for thy dew is as the dew of 



herbsy andthe Earth fball cafi ont the 

(4) If. 66 J Dead. And, (4) Tonr Bones fball flonrifh like an 
i+- herb. And that Paflage in Hofea : f 5 ) / will ran- 
(5-) Hoi. y^^ them from the Power of the graven I will re-r 

deem them from Death. O Death y I will be thy 
plagues; O grave, J will be thy DefiruEl'ton. And 

(5) Ezck. That in Ez*ekiel: ((S Beholdy — ^ the Bones came 

37j7i8» together^ Bone to his Bone ; And the Sinews 

10, II. and the Elejh came np upon themy and the Skin cover- 
ed them above; - and the Breath cante int» 

themy and they livedy and fiood upon their feet r 

• Beholdi O my people y I will open your graves, 

and caufe you to come up out of your GraveSy and 
bring you into the land, of IJrael. Again : Tl^e 
words of Ifaiah ; (j) 7"^^ Righteous peripethy an4 
* is taken covay from the evil to come,; 

tie fball enter into PEACE : What more na- 
tural fignification have they, than that which 
the Book of Wifdom exprefles, ch. 3 j i, 3 ; 
The Souls of the righteous are in the baud 4>f 

Godi 
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God 5 ' Thej are in Peace i* And What, but the 

Future State, can the (i) Conclufion of I/afah*s (i)K6/, 
Prophecy reafbnably be referred to? Behold^ I create 17.66; 
new Heavens and a new Earth : — jis the new i^»*3»^4- 
Heavens and the new Earth which I will make, T^^^A 
remain before me, faith the Lord ,' fo ^oall jour feed 

and jour name remain. And '• all fiejh Jhall 

come to worjhip before me, faith the Lord, And they 
pall go forth and look^ upon the Carcafes of the men 
that have tranjgrejfed againfi me : For their Worm 
fj?all not die, neither foall their fire be quenched, and 
thcj fijall be an abhorring nnto all Flejb. In like 
manner ; . Tfhom does God fpeak of by Ez^kiel, (*) ^^-J^- 
when he fays, (i) Tloe fons of (7^) Zadockz ^^^^(t)^}^ 
kept the charge of my SanUnary, WH E N the child- pn$> Ti^ 
ren of Ifirael went apray from me ; [which (4) went Sons of 
not ajiray, when the children of IJrael went ajirav,'] ^'ghteouf 

^^9 7I&<«// enter into my SanSluary / And to yj\'^^^i. 

what do the following words of the fame Prophet 48, 1 r. 

mo ft naturally refer? (i) Every , . ^ . 

thmg /hall Itve, whither the Rtver p^^,.^ ^j^h R^, 21 $ i, 2, h# 

jcometh,: '^ And by the Siver, flKwed me a pure River of t»^' 

Upon the dank^ thereof, .on this fide terofLfe: •Andofei- 

andonthatfide, Jb^llgntw allTrees tf&f'rr'^'' Tuf"' 

'r »• .' r r r rn ti r J the THe of Life^ which bur* 
for Meat;, whofe Leaf flMll not fade, twelve manmr of fruits, and 

neither Jjjall the Fruit thereof be con-- yitlded her Fruit every Memhy 

fumed V'' It Mil brinz forth new f ^ '^ Leaves of the Tree wer^ 
/fruit according to his Months, be^ for the HeaUng of the Nations. 

.caufe their waters they ijfued out of the SanBuary ; 

.And the Fruit, thereof [ball be for Meat, and the 
Jjeaf thereof for Medicine. Still more ftrong, is that 
Ailujlop. in Daniel: (2,)" / beheld till the Thrones were , . j^ 
caf; down, [till the Thrones were placed,] and the ^\^^ ,0. 

Antient of days did fit : A fiery fiream ijfued 

and carne forth from before him : Thoujand thoufands 
minijired unto him, and ten Thoufand times ten thou^ 
fand Jlood before him-' the Judgment wasfet, and the 
Books Wire opened. But the following words of the 

fame 
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(i) t)an. fame I^ropliet, are direSi and exfrep; (3) Ma^y of 

1 1> 1, 5. fljfff^ thatjkep in the dnft of the Earth Jhall awake yfome 

W) vo- I ^'^ everlafiing Lifcy [every one (4J that (ball be found 

* written in theBookJland fome to Shame ondEverlafting 

Contempt » And they that be wife, Jhall Jhine as the 

brightn^Js of the firmament ; and they that turn manj to 

right eoujhefsy as the Stars for ever and ever. — ; — But 

go thou tbj way, till the end be : For thou (halt reji, 

and fbalt fiand in thj Lpt at the end of the days. Can 

any one, who confiders thefe Texts, with any Truth 

or Reafon affirm, that All the Promifes fuppoftd to 

be made to the Jews before Chrift's time, were meant 

of fbme ^^ Temporal** Deliverance only, ^^ without 

•' the leaji Imagination of a Spiritual Deliverance f " 

9. There aie in the Old Teftament many Inti- 
matiofts, and fome dire5l PradiRions^ that all the 
Gncat Prpmifes of God, made to his True Wor- 
fhippers, fhall receive their final Accomplilhment by 
means of a Particular Perjin, anointea of God for 
That purpoft; who, after the reduftion of all Ad- 
vcrfaries, ihall fet up the EverUftjng Kingdom. The 
Seed of Abraham, iii which Alt the Nations of the 
Earth were to be Blepd; (znd in like manner the 
Seed of the Jf^oman, whicl;i ^as to bruife the Ser- 
pents ffead'y) might originally with equal propriety, 
and in as reafonable and natural a Ipnip qf the woras> 
be undcrftood to fij^ivfy ( wh^t St Paul afterward 

(1) mens it did fignify,) in the 

(i)G^/. 3. «^- ^'>^^«f; lingular fcfife, a Particular Perfon; 

MS of One, Mid to thy Seed. ^^ ^ the plural knle, a NffmbfT 

That is to fay: In the Pro- of perfoDS. The (i) Shilohvrhich 

mifc to Abnrlwm, the Scrip- ^35 f^ come» and tjo whom the Sa^ 
r d. S. :S i/tSK theringof the fCfU v,us to he; (.he 
fenfc, but in x\k Singular fcnfc. Promife laid up in Store, « «Ve*i«w*iw 

{^) Gen. 49,10. •^'''^*'» as the LXX ^-ender It ;) by its 

oppojition in the Text to the Terms 
Scepter and Lawgiver y moft naturally fignifies a Sin^e 
perfon who was to reign ; and, by the gradation in tn« 

words 
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words of the tejrt. Somewhat of St^eriar Dimity to 
that of a Sceptre 2ind a Lawgiver* The words o( Bala- 
am : (i) i Jhall fee himy bm not now ; I fiall behold (i) Num,' 
hinh hm not nigh: There jhatl come a Star out of Ja- H>^7»*9- 

coby and 4 Sceftre /ball rife ont of Ifrael : Out of 

Jacob fhall come he that fhall have Dominion : are 
yvords fo put in his Mouth, ^s.mofi properly and obvi-^ 
Duflj to defcribe a much Greater Perfon than perhaps 
He thought of, a much Greater Perfon than one who 
ihould ^ite the Corners of Moab, and deftroy all the 
children of Set h. Again: That the words of Mofes; 
( 5 ) 7%e Lord thy God will raife up unto thee a Prophet ^ j) Y>c\xu 
from the midji of thee, like mto Me^ untc Him Jhall i8, if. 
ye hearten ; were not meant barely of Jajhuaj or of 
" a Succeffionof Prophet^y " but of One who ftiould 
have as eminent a legiflative jiuthority as Mofes ; may 
reafonably be gathered from the occafion of their be- 
ing fpoken, not merely by Mofes^ upon a .general Re- 
liance and Truft that God would provide him a Suc- 
ceffor; but by God himfelf upon the peoples (4) de^ f^) Dcut, 

firing in Horeh^ f^V^g^ ^^ me not hear again the i%\\6,\f^ 

f^oice of the Lord my God, neither let me fee t his great '^» ^9* 
Fire any morey that I die not ; Then the Lord faidy 
They have wellfpoken : — I will raife them up a Pro- 
phet from among their brethreny like unto TTjeey and will 
put my words in his Mouthy and he fljall fpeak^ unto 
them all that I fhall command him : jind it fhall 
come to pafsy that whofoever wi I not hearken umo 
my words which he fhall fpeak^in my'n4mey Iwillre^ 
auire it of him. And that tiie words were ^ntiently, 
long before the Application of them by the Writers 
of the new Teftament, thus underftood, and 'not 
concerning Jojbua or a SucceJJim of Prophets ; ap- 
pears from thoLe additional words, at the concluflon 
of the Book of Deuteronomy : (5) J^pna the Sm r^\ jy^^ 
of Nun was full of the Spirit of Wtfdom ; for Mofis 34.; 9, la. 

had laid his hands upon him. But there arofe 

mt a Prophet fmce in Ifrael, li^e tinto MofeSy whom 

the 
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the Lord kffew face to face. The Praediftion oflfaiahf 
(i) lC,9i is ftill clearer: (i) Vnto Vs a Child is horn^ unto 
^»1' Vs a Son is given j and the Government Jhall he 

Hfon his JhoHlders ; and his name /hall be called 
e . (ij Wonderful, CotmfeUerj the 

^SnllV. J. ;^H^' ^? ^-^^^J God, the everlafiwg Father, 
[LXX, Ms^'A« ^x^ i/y.. ^^^ ^^'^^ ^f P^^^ ' Of the tncreafe 
^05* as Mai, 5, 1, uyyi^(^ of his Government and Peace there 
r^^iu^iKtK'^the Mighty, the Fa- Jhall he no end, upon the Throne of 
tent one, the Father rf the ^^e jy^^^^ ^j ^^^ ^^-^ Kingdom, to 
to come. [Vulgg. Pater fnturt . . la u/T - L 

f€culL Comptrc HeL 2, ^.] ^^"^^^ '^ ^»^ ^^ ejiahlt/h tt Wtth 

judgment and with jujfice from 

henceforth even FORE VE R : The z,eal of the 

(3^ If. 1 1 5 Lord of Hofis will ,perform this. Again : (3) There 

i> 3>^>9'pall come forth a rod out of the fiem of Jeffe, 

- ■ He Jhall not judge after the Jight of his Ejes, 
neither reprove after the bearing of his Ears: But 
with righteoufnefs Jhall he judge the Poor^ and re- 
prove with equity for the meek^ of the Earth ; and he 
jhall fmite the Earth with the rod of -his mouthy and 
with the Breath of his Lips Jhall he Jlaj the JVi^k^d* 
The Wolf alfo Jhall dwell with the Lamb, &c. 
Thej Jhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my Holy 
Mountain ; For the Earth jhall be full of the Know-^ 
ledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. And, 
jTi^ir. 415 C4) Behold my Servant,'-'-'-^ mine eleil, in whom 
I, 3, 4. my Soul delighteth : / have put my Spirit upon him • 

Mart. 1 2, ^ hruifed reed fhail he not breakj He jhall 

'7* bring forth judgment unto Truth : till he have 

fet judgment in the Earth, and the Ijles jhall wait for 

his L^* The Prophet Jeremiah no lets plainly : 

(5-) Jer.iji (5^ / 'ivill raife unto David a righteous Branch, and 

S>^' a King Jhall reign and profper, and /hall execute judg- 

* ch. II, ment and jujtice in the Earth: ^d * This is 

j6\ it is: his Name whereby he Jfjall be called, THE LORD 
Inthofe Qy^ RIGHTEOVSNESS. And Ez^kjel; 

aays 

^erufalem [hall dwell frfely j ^nj This is the name vherevith fhe pall be 
falled.THE LOKD OUR RIG HJEOXISif ESS. 

(0 r 
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<i) I will fit tip one Shef herd aver them, and he Jhall C ^) Ezek. 
feed themy even mj Servant David ; Jnd I Ij^lll ^A'\ ^}l *^' 



One 
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make with them a Covenant of Peace ^ &c. kjtk 13, 14, x^. 

King fhall he King to them u4ll ; neither (hall thei Hof. 3, s* 

defile themfelves anj more with their Idols; and 

they all Jhdll have One Shephetd ; They pall alfi 

walk^in mj judgments, and my fervant Da^ 

vidjhall be their Prince FOR ETER. By Haggai 
is the fame praedi»5led t (1) Tet 
once it is a little whihy and I will 
Pake the Heatens and the Earthy 

^nd the (3) Dejire ofallNa- 

t ions flj all come. Andby Zechary : 
C4) Behold, thy King cometh un- 
to thee : He is juftj and having Salvation ; hnvlj^ 
and riding upon an j4fsj and upon a Colt the Pole of 
an jifs z " ■ He fhall fpeak^ Peace im*o the Hea- 
then ; and his Dominion pall he from Sea even to Sea^ 
and from the River even to the ends of the Earth. And 
by Malachi: (5) The LORD whomyefiel^ /ball r 3) Mai. 
Jkddenly come to his Temple y even the Aiejfenger of y* ^» 
the Covenant. But moft expreflly of all, by Daniel : 
C4) / /aw in the night-vifiens, and 



(2) Hagg. ij <J, 7, Hcb.' 
12, 26. 

(3) TheShiloh, unto whom 
fliaU thf Gathering of the Feo- 
fie he. Gen. 49, 10. 

(4) Zech. 9i 9, 10. Matt. 
11, 5-. 



heholdy one like (5) The Son of Man 
came with the Clouds of Heaven^ 
and came to the ^mient of days j and 
they hrought him near before him : 
And there was given him Dominion, 
and Glory, and a Kingdom ; that 
all People^ Natimsy and L^mguages 
pould fervt him : His Dominion is 
an Everlajiing dominion^ which pall 
-not pafs away ; and his Kingdom, 
that which pall not he defiroyed. 
.Ahd the pointing of the Holy 
One, this Prophet calk (6) the 
Sealing • up of the f^ifion and Tro» 
phecyy and the finiping of Tranf-^ 

C 



(^) Dap. 7. 13, 14. 

(5-) With rtfercDCC to 
Ihfs it 15, that Chrift in the 
Gofpel perpetualij ftilcs hifla- 
fe!f THE Son cf Man i and 
once, The Son of Man which 
is in [v/hich in the Prophecy 
is defcribed as coming in the 
Clouds of] Heaven, John 3, 
13. A nd fays to bis DifcipleSy 
that they jhaii fee the Son of 
Man coming in the Clotids of 
Heaven, Matt. 14, 30. And to 
thcHi^h-Pricft, zhztHereafter 
ye fhall fee the Son of Man (it' 
ting on the right-hand of Power, 
and coming In the Clouds of 
Heaven, Matt. 16, 64. 

[6) Dan. 9, 24. 

grejfwny 
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grejjimj and the making an end of Sinh aixf the 

moling recojuciliatiani for m/jjMifJh and thi irlrtmp^ 

in EverUfiing Righteottfnefs. (Do all th«fe thln^ 

denote notliing but " Temford ** DeliveratKe* 

«« -u^khom the Uafi imAgm^iion of a, Sfirittid 

«* Deliverame ? ") And in the words next followioj^ 

(i^ Dan. he is ftyled by name, Aiefftah : (i) Know ther^i^re^ 

9» ^f' [!nr)1 Know Alfi>] and. mjctsrftandy that from th0 

going forth of the Commandment to refion and to iuitd 

(i) Seven JerHJalem, unto the Meffiah the Prince, fiall U 

Scptcna- (^2) SevenWeekl. 
ncs (of ^ ^ ^ 

wffis) of Years, (as the word is ufctf, G^i ^f^ 27.) Thar is- to fey, 

Torty nine Tears i the number of Yeaf s appoii>i«d until the ytd^Uee, 

Lcvit. 15-} 8, 91, iQ. Concerning the O^i&^r wiMtjbcrs of Vaniel in thi« 

place, I (ball haye occafiott to fpiok prefcntly. 

to. Coticttnmg lAiis AieJ/Sith, in tliclettiiafg up«l* 

whofe Kingdom Aff the pFOrtilis of God tenninaie, 

'tis clearly prasdidfeed in the OW Teftamem, that li» 

Ihould arift partfcularly from the Tribe of yudak, 

from the Family of IXiW> and in the Towii of 

Dethitr^nfm 

Th€ /k^ of thcfe pMtktihrs is enprafled in thafe 

r )G cmpHatical words o( Jacoki ( 5) Jtedd^, phtm^tht 

4^^ s/io. 3*'^'^ ^^^ Brethren jhaU ftaife^ ■ ■ ' ■ " /Ajpt Fankt^ts 

chiUbren Jhall hur diUvn before fhee : *— * 7hw S6ef$n 

fhdl not depart from yndahy mr a La:df]^tm from 

herween his Feetytemitl Shthh eom^ei [LXX, U%lLnh^n 

iu dwcxilfSjfjet dvrS, till the aecompiiflYAieftt of tim 

Promifes which God has laid Hp in ftore for him,] 

and unto Him pall the gathering if the Poo^ i*. 

To which the Writer of the Chronichi feemi to 

(4) I Ch. rcfer»" when he faysf : (^4) The Genedogy k n$tta^lm 

f, 1.2. reclined after the tirth^right : For Jmlah fHvmki 

ahve his Brethren^ and of him came the chfif ^dsTs 

[ UDO TJ J^l and from Him was it prophwfied 

(5:) Pf.do. the Ruler ftioiild arife.] And the PfateiOT; ( ^ } 

7. 168, 8. y^^i^ ^^ ^y Lawgiver. 

Tk 
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The ficond is exprdTed in That Promife to David; 
(1) Thine Ho0fe, and thy Kingdom pall he tfta^(i)iSsLm: 
ilijbed for ever hif ore thee^ "[LXX, .lir»«-»c» /ue»w, he^'Jy '^• 
fore Me :] Thj Throne jhall he efiaiUfhed far ever. 
Which words might in^ed, of thcnrfehres, be un- 
dcrftood concerning a Succeffion, of Kings tn tlie 
Houfe of David. But that God had a further and 
a greater Meaning in tfeem, he very clearly explains 
by the following Prophets. By Ifaiah : (5) There (^) v, 
palt come forth a rod om of the Stem of Jeffiij amd ^ u i &c. 
a Branch pydl grow -out of his roots ; And then follows, r^^^*'^' 
throug'h the whole chapter, a gloriotrs <Jdcription 5.,^^] ^2, ' 
of an everlafting Kingdom of Mi^temjhefs^ over 16. 
both Jevrs ^d<Semles. By Jeremiah : (4;) I will f) ^„ 
r^ife unto David a righteous Branch, and a f^gii^f. 
fi}atl reign and frofper, and fi>di txtcxte Judgment 

and Juftice in thf Earth : j^nd this is his 

Namcy v4)erehy he p4l ie caledy THE LORD 
OVR KJG HTEOV SNESS. JBy Ezjekiel : 
(I J Th^ poll he tnyfecfle^ andlw^Uhe their God: .^y. g^^j. 
And DavU w {fir V ant fhdll be King over them ; 57 j 13, 
and they all Jhall have one Shepherd: - ' > '■ and my H^ ^j*,*^- 
Servant David fhall U their Prince FOR EPER : 
Moreover f 'Will make a Covenant of feace v/ith 
4hem^ it patt 'be an Everlafitng Covenant. And by 
Hofea : (z) The children &f ijraei pdl dbide Many (r) HoT. 
Days without a King and Ti^tfhoui a Prince^ andh^- 

without a Sacrifice.: ^ Jtfrermard fh*i'l the 

children of Ifraei return^ and fetl^ the Lprd t^heir 
Godj and David their Ki^ ; and '/hall fear tl^ Lord 
and his Goodne/s, in the L ATTER d^s. 

The third particular, is esipreffed in ticffe words 
of Micah : (3) Btet phou, Bethlehem Ep'hratah, thoftgh (2) ^yicah 
thoH be little among the thoufands of Judah, yet out f 2. Matt. 
of thee Jl^att He oome forth 4tnto me:, that is to be *» ^• 
Ruler in Ifraei : Whofe goings forth ha:^ been from 
^Id, from Everlafting. After the .Pr.flages now ci- 
ced out of the foregoing Prophets, what can be 

C X more 
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il^ore jejune, than to underftand thele words of M*- 
cah concerning Zorobabel^ only as having been of 
an jintient Family ? 

II* In the Books of the Old Teftament 'tis 

exfrejjlj predifted, that the Kingdom of the Mef- 

fiah Ihould extend, not over the Jews only, but 

(i) Gen. alfo over the Gentiles. The (i) Promife made to 

12, 3> i8. Abraham and fo often repeated to Him^ and to 

l6*"'i8* ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^"^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ Seed JhoHld u4ll 
\* ^ ^ ?^^ Nations of the Earth be hiejfed ; is thus open- 
(i)If. XI, ed and explained by the Prophets, (i) There Jhall 
10. be a root of jfeffe, which fialljiand for an Enfign 

of the People ; To it Jhall the Gentiles /?^i^ and his 
(3) If. 4.1 5 Jiejl /ball be glorious. (5) Behold my Servant — = 

i» ^- in whom mj Sonl delighteth ; he Jhall bring 

^^^^*^^' forth Judgment to the Gentiles:-; 1 wi/l 

* g ive thee for a Covenant of the peoftcy for 
C4.) If. 49, VI Light of the Gentiles. (4) It is a light things 
^« that thou Jhouldefi be mj Servant to raife up the 

Tribes of Jacob y andtorejlore the preferved of Ifrael ; 

I will alfi give thee for a Light to the Gcntik'J, 

that thou majeft be mj Salvation unto the End of the 
(i)ir.c65 Earth, (i) jilfo the Sons of the Str anger y that join 

6, 7 8. themfelves to the Lordy even Them will I bring 

Joh. 10, tomj Holj Mount ainy and mine Houfe fhall oe 

? • called an Houfe of Prajer for All people. The Lord 

Gody which gathereth the^Out^afis of IJraely faith ; 

Tee will I gather Others to himy bejides thoje that 
(^)Ezek. ^^^ gathered unto him. (a) The Strangers that fo- 

47, 22. journ among joUy fhall have an Inheritance with . 

f \w y^^ <<«w»f tne Tribes of IfraeL (3) From the Rifng 
II. * ' ^f ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ i^^^ down of the fame y ny 
' • Name Jhall be great among the Gentiles ; and in 

Every placcy Incenje fhall be offered unto my JVamey 

and a pure Offering ; For my Name JJmU be great 

among the Heathen, faith the Lord of Hofts. 

11. Concerning the Same Meffiahy of whom fo 

great things are fpokf n, and whofe Kingdom is to 
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be an Everlaftmg Kingdom ; 'tis ftiH exfrejjh prc- 
didpd by the Prophets, that he Ihould Suffer and 
be Cm off. Concerning the y try Jame perfon, who 
(with refpeft to his coming to Reign, and to intro- 
duce the everlafting Jubilee or (4) Re^ to the peo- (+) Hcb.4., 
pie of God,) is ilyled (5; Meffuh the Prince i I'JrTf^,^ 
Concerning the very fame perfon, I fay, 'tis in the i^) Dan* 
yety fame fentence expref[lj praedifted that he ftiould P'^f- 
i6) he Cut off. hut not for himfelf l}"! \y^^and(^>^f^^ 
thePeople fhould not Then be His; unto Him Jhould V^^ q^^^ 
not Then (i) the Gathering of the people be.] For 49, lo. 
which Reafony and alfo becaufe the words can with 
no tolerable Senfe he applied to any Other per- 
fouj and becaufe moreover the Connexion of the Whole 
Prophecy leads to the fame interpretation; the 53^ 
chapter of Ifaiah likewift, is moft juftly underftood 
to be fpoken of the MeJJiah : (z) There pall come {1) If. n, 

forth a rod out of the fiem of Jeffe ; (5) With ' • 

righteoufnefs Jhall He Judge the Poor : (4) Be- ^^^ "' "■ 

hold My Servant, mine Eleil in whom nn (^) if. 42 - 

Soul delight eth; he Jhall not crj/y nor lift up^ Ij*. 3% 

nor caufe his Fbice to be heard in the flreet : A braifed 
reed jhall he not breat^t and the finoaking flax jhall he 
not quench ; he pall bring forth judgment unto Truth. 

(5) Behold^ My Servant jhall deal prudent- ^^^ jf. -j 

hi (^) Surelj He hath born our Griefs i 13. 

he was wounded for our Jranjgrefflons ; he was bruif- (o)«I^« Sit 
ed for our iniquities : — - — he is brought as a Lamb ^ 
to the JlaughtcTj and as a jheep before her jhearers 
is duniby Jo he openeth not his Mouth : He was taken 
from pri fin and from judgment^ and Who pall declare 

his generation^. for the tranjgrejjion of mj peopU 

was he ftricken; And he made his Grave with the 

Wickedy and with the Rich in his Death : When 

thou (halt make his Soul an offering for Sin; — 

My righteous Servant pall juftijy Manj^ for he pall 
bear their iniquities ; . He was numbredwith 

^ ■••■■' . • the 
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the Trmfjgrfjfors^ and he hare the Sin t^f JUarn, and 
made imercejjion for the TrAnJWeffors. 

I}. AD Prophecies of Blemngs to the Worflaip- 
pers of the True Ood, cjj^eflTcd either as bcir^ to 
kappen in the Latter Vajh or in words which im- 
ply a Lading Dnration i are in rcafbn to be under- 
uoo4> as having reference to the Times of the pro- 
raifed Kingdom of the MeJJiahi of whom 'tis ex^ 
(i) Dan. f^^Jflj f^> ^^ he fliall (i) bring in EverJafiing 
9, 24. Riffhteoufnefsf and that (z) his Dominion is an E^er^ 
(7) Dm. l^ing Dominion which Jhall not fdfs away^ and his 
^* ^^' Kin^m that which Jhall not be defirojed. Some 
Prophecies of this kind, are direB and exprefs. 
Others, beginning with Promifes of farticnUr in^ 
^ermediate EktSingSy and proceeding ^ith general tx-^ 
preffioiis more great and lofip than can jnatterally be 
Applied to the Temford Rlejjing immediately fpoiceii 
oil are moft reafonably underftood to hav-e a ferfettt- 
fd Fiew and Regard to That Great and General Event i 
in which all God^s Promifes to his true Worfliip- 
pers do center and terminate ; and of which, AU in* 
<(ermeeUate Ml^ffmgs promiled by God, are juftly look- 
ed <U|)oa as Beginnings^ Tyfety Pledges^ or Eamefis. 

14. For fince.from the ^Ar/vej/j Prophecies before 

cited of the Meffiaif*$ everUJiing Kingdom of Righte- 

QHjhefif K i^ppears that God had in faSt a View to 

That, as the Grm and General End of all the dif- 

penfations of Providence towards his true Worfliip- 

/ N J p^^^ pers from the Beginning.; and (3) no Prophecy of the 

I, 20. Scripture ij ^faoy Priv^e interpretation^ (xhat is, the 

Meaning of Prophecies is not what perhaps the 

Fraphet himfilf Xliight imagine in his private judg*- 

mem of the State of things then prefent,) becairfe the 

Pro^ecy in old timie came ^oi by the WIL L af Mastj 

bnt Holy men Jpakg as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghoji : .there may therefore very pofpbly and veary 

reafonably be fuppofed to be many Prophecios, 

which, though they may have a prior and immedi- 

^ ■■'•''■ '^ ' ate 



ttt reference to fome ftearer Evtnit, yn by the :^irit 
tf Godj (whom Thofe Prophecies whicfc are Exfnff 
mow to have had a fmthtr Vieiir,> may havic bcci» 
dfreftecf to be uttered m fticb words, as may cvni 
moYejropcrtj and tmre jft^tj be apply ed to the G^tat 
Event which Providfence hod in view, than to the 
imetmediaie Event which God defigned as only % 
Pledjge or Earncft of the Of her, ForlnftMce: Sup- 
pofe x!is.dt words of Daniel ; (i) I keheld tilt tW (j^ D^n^ 
threes were cajl dtmrny [till the Thrones were placed,} 7 ; 9, 10. 
and the Antient sf dajs iM fit : — — — A^mrf fiream 
$0ud and came forth from btfefft him ; th^ttfattd 
Tllroufands miniftred ttmo him, and tew thenfimd tinmi 
ten Thoufmd jiood before him ; the yndgmem was 
fet^ and the Bvoks-wereofemd : Suppofe (I foy) thefc 
word^ were fpoken concemi«ig the (ij fi^V^ •f ^ (i) vet* 
luifd Beaji, ox the deftrttSHon of a Temfortat Emfire 511. 
yet what rcSifonable man, wHo^ had ever etfewhere met 
V^ith arty Notices of at Jmdgment t^ €$n^ coutd 
doubt but the £)<5(?riifiSiW there fpoken of, wasf*m%- 
fore. expreflted in Thofe words, that k ttMgte be nn*- 
derftood to be the irttrodnftion ro the Generai Jtti^ - 
ment t The ex^ afnd very farti€t$ian» defcription of 
a Refkrreftiifny in the 5 jth of Ez^tkift 5 fiippafing 
it to be indeed fooken of 2 Temferal Reftor^ion m 
the Jews, yet Whocanr doube but it was So word- 
ed with t>ejigny to altntfe to a rttrf RefimeStieim $f 
the Dead f The words otfJ^r^rfr; (i> Thovh ^««fcfc* ^,n Mj^ah 
henh though thoH he hrtle among the rhonfandt ef JtH f, 2. 
dahy jet cm of Thge jhait He come firtk Wnea me, Matt. 2, 
thdt is to be Ruler in tJYoel ; whofe goings fi?rth kave^' 
been from of OJd, from Everta^ing : itippofing it 
poffible they couM be fpoken of ZoroboMy yet> if 
afterwards there flvould arife out of Bi^Uehom One 
in whom were found aft the Other prophet ickdw*. 
rafters of the promifed A>^JJiahj Who* c^nld doubt 
but the ^ords were intencted either folelj or at kali: ^ ^ 1 
ghiejfyot the Latter f The words ol' Jeremj \ ^i) ^/j 7,6,}- 

Babylon 
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Babylon hath been a golden Cup ; the Nations have 

drunken of her wine, therefore the Nations are mad : 
Flee out of the midji of Bahylony — • be not cut off' in 

her iniquity : Afjf People, go ye out of the midJi 

of her^ and deliver je every man his Soul from the fierce 
anger of the Lord: Who,that carefully reads ^A<?/tf2/;(?r^/, 
and confiders the Nature and charaEler of the Babylon 
in Jeremiah's time, and compares it with tht Nature 
mdcharaSer of the Babylon defcribed by St John, can 
doubt but the Spirit which influenced yrr^wnr, forefaw 
i) Rev. and intendedto allude to That Babylon^ which had ( i ) 
17, 4. a golden cup, inJher hand^ full of abominations, (i) and 
(1) ver, fiyg Inhahiters of the Earth have been made drunl^ 
^' X ^^ with the wine of her fornication, (5^ and the Kings 
18,3,4. of- the Earth have committed fornication with her : — 
Come oar of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her Sins, and that ye receive not of her Plagues ? 
For the words of Jeremy are witre Jiri£Hy applicable 
to this latter Babylon, thw to That in his own time« 
^ V T^ Again: The words of //ii4ib; (4) Behold^ a Virgin 
i 14, ' jhall conceive and bear a Son, and Jhall call his Name 
Matt. I, Immanuel, thdt is to fay, God with us : Suppofing 
^3- Jfaiah himjelf could poffibly at That time underftand 

them cbncermqg a Son of hi§ own, concerning a 
Son to be born of Si young woman afterwards, who 
At the timf then prefent was a Virgin ; and that his 
beiag ftyled Immanuel, meant nothing more, than 
that, htefore This^ Child was grpwn up, Judah ftiould 
be delirered, from the then\ thireataed incurflons of 
Ifrael and Syria ; ("all which, potwithft^nding' the 
feeming connexion of the words in the place fhey 
ftand, is very difficult tp fuppofe ;) yet if afterwards 
any perfon, comparing the Solemn Introduction where- 
with the words are brought in, {Hear ye now, O 
houfe of David \ Is it. a [mall thing for jou to weary 
"men, but will je weary my God aljo ? therefore the 
Lord him/elf Jhali give you a Sign ; Behdd, a f^rgin 
fbaU conceive &C*) If any one, I fay, comparing uiis 

Solemn 



Sidemn IntroJuSion with the Proimfes i'epeated to thif 
Houfi of David in Other paflages of tne Prophets, 
that there (hould be born unto them a Son, who 
Ihould ( I ) ^ Mfon the Throne of David and $tfon his (ij jf. p,- 
Kifigdom for ever^ and of the increafe of whofi 7. Exek. 
govemmtnt and feace there jhould be mend; and con*37> ^f- 
iiderJQg moreover the charader of this promifed 
SoHi that he fhould (1) finifb tranjgrejfrm, and (^)Ugn.9t 
maks an end of Sins, and i^akg reconciliation for in^ 14- 
U^itjy and bring in everlajling Righteonjhefs : If a 
perlon confidering and comparing thefe things, fhould 
in his own days find a Son really born of a Virgin^ 
attefted to by numerous .Mr^rij, and by God's 
Command named J^fas (which is Synonymous to 
immannel^ a Potent Saviour or God with usy) becaufe 
he (i; Jhonld fave his People front their Sins^ that is^ . . ^ , 
ihould (i) make reconciliation for iniquity^ and bring ^l\^^ 
in everlajiing Righteomfnefs z Could fiich a perfoa (2)Dan.^ 
{K>0ibly entertain the leaft doubt, whether God who 14- 
ient. JJaiah to repeat the fore-cited words to the 
faou& of Davidy did not intend thereby to defcribe» 
if not wholly and folely^ at leaft chiefly and ultimately, 
this Jfatter Saviour \ In like manner : Supfoje thofe 
great Prc^ifes to Davids (5) concerning ivkeftabUfb- ^^^ iskxtil 
mem of the Throne of his Son for every were by ^j ij, 14^ 
t^avid and by the Prophet himfelf that delivered them, i^- 
uoderAood (rj; iX« im^^^h as St Peter fpeaks,^ con- 
cerning Solomon and a SucceJJhn of Kings in his Fa^ 
miij; yet, when following Prophecies clearly and 
'txpref[ly dechred, that out of the root of Jejfi 
ilunild mk^Mefliah who (hould reign for ever; no 
reaionable man can doubt, but ^that the former and 
lafi. clear Prophecy was likewifc intended of God^ 
and therefore rightly applied by the Apoftles of Chrifi, 
to the fame purpde* To give but One Inftancc 
more : Suffofe the words, (4) TItou wilt not leave ^^j p^ ,^^ 
fhy Soul in Hellj neither wilt thou fufer thy Holy 10. 
Ono to fee corruption ; were by D^W fpoken con- 
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^emii^g fl*Wf/* (which h6w©ver dsh rtdf'way I* 

(i) Aifts. proved yet Vfho, that (i) bnew DMVid hif^filf 

^» 30- Wht Profhet j and that had c^rtjiared the Orh^ 

(i; iCii, Pitophecies, coiKeining tht .(*) Brmdi om 4/ fte 

I. fee. ' ,rM4 $f Jeffk, the /j) O^. Shepherd of ifrad^ ev«ii 

(?) fiz^J^' Gild's; (4^^rv4«r iD^^iW l«rho IhouM be /Ai^ i'rwis^ 

\l)^\^J^mr^ and yet. was to be (=$) cW ajf before he 

(^j paii.$^, fliould ri^n fw ever ; and that hod hinifetf feen (a^ 

1^- ii- 5:iiSi P*#<r did) and aduilly conveifed with Chrifir$fi» 

^"^^ /ra»f thi tk^d ; Who (I fay) in thcfc Cifa»nftftnc«» 

(6) i Sam. ^cluld poffibly doubt) but that i4)tht Sfirk of the 

^3» »• Xiord ivhich jfai^ hf t)4vidy imieilded the foremetiti* 

otled woi^ds (houldT be underftood of, and applied td 

Chrifi f And die like may be laid concertiit^ UxcA 

Other Propheciesj which are vulgarly fuppol^ to 

, be applycci tjfi^ily to Chrift. 

15. 'Tis notj agreeable to Reaibn^ or to ^litf Aaa* 

, : r- \ logy of Striptiine, to fuppofe ihat the Jews htt^ 

. jint dvLt Saviour'^ : tihie, could ha.ve a Ciedf m4 

BUlinS: Underftanding of the fW/ MemiiU^ evoi 

Qt the Exprifi Prbphedes^ Inbch left oT thc^ 

wbith werfc iiKire ohjcure. and sndireS; when Botk 

fi) sec abbvt. w. 7. Alfo yere intended to be only (i) at 

Partll. Prop. VII, 5 4»>V- it ^^f^ ^ ^^ P^ ^ < ^M- 

i^f. / . Piaee. But thus much is evident^ 

(i) ?€rcrfebuem Qricntc ^j^^j^ ^j,g y^^^, ^^^ *f/ire ^nd & 
toto vetus cc comans opinio, c • » ^- i. j v .. l r 

eflc in fatis, ut >^<il T^^edi ^^^ Saviour s time, had ffXMta thcfe 

rcrum potiwiittirt smon. Prophecies (t) a ^fiyrrW e9tpei9»tioii 

Pluribus : perfuftfia incrat, of a Mefuih^ and that thfe Aieffiah 

Sen. er#;?i.fe -« tobe,„ot,«.../,a- r«,,?^ 
<it valefccrc! \ omk )»6ftt^ Ddivetei^ but ly^aHi Pmrjmrn^ 
tiqj 7W^/« hrum potiitntur. Secmli^ the wfifoit/ of the faistft 

^'^'^'n-Lu. /j'^ A /v , • >> ft^t^* 35 weD as ot^tprefmt. Nor 

t Pojjihfy from thjt Tfxt tn 7>e- , . , - * * r ^ . \. 

chary , «<Ji ^t &y» rW Jv>SA»'f does « at ill apj>ear that dur Lord's 

f^*Air«&Anr, LXSTv . Difciples, when they (5) tbdst^ 

C3> Luke »4, Hi he 3tf;tfi»W ^mw Redeemed Jfrwd^ 

(4)Aasi.,6. . ^ ^jjg^ .fijgy ^^j rfTfi^iif he 

would ^ This Ttm refim 4gitin the lOngdom to 
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Ifisd ; I irf, it doos noc tt all appear tbac they 
e^^ptafol MBfiELr a *< Temp^^l " Kingdom ; 
but their Eoour was ki expeftkg a Prefim King- 
dom; and therefore our Lord's Anfwer to tfamis is 
not 'Cooccmii^ the Nature ibut tbe l^me of the 
](fo§4om. Aod the modem Jews at this Day, 
who to be fitice have eiitertained ho Pr^juMcd^td No- 
tions fiioni the /y«2z/ Tejhtment Writeri iotei^retatioi^ 
or appUcatipn f>f Prophecies ; have (I thisk/ f^ilt fin 
iMiiyertal expedation, tliat the Aiir/^ ihdl he i\g» 
Prince in tiae future St^att as wdl as in f he frefmt. 

iC. When 3^/irj Oir/J?, by <€ ) fA# jfiPSr% ^A*. ri ) Joh, 
iif ^W in hh Fathers Hdmej and (?s.) a^ib/^Jt ili/V ^^*« lo, if. 
rA«r j;4w i/«i w faii/h^ had Proved himfdf to 4ms W J®^^* 
Setuef Godi C^hich Truoh the v4><^/t?/ tikewife^'^^. 
<30sfktnedby Their T^Jthmnj^ by their ^F^i^, a^dhy 
/i^'if^ dow» their LiveSf^ocfar tii^QfimimSy wMch 
pofi^y Erroneous and Enthufiaftidk 9tr&i\i may 
4bbjte(iBies fific;erely .do, halt in Aiteftacion to F^s 
<£ ^tSieir owg iKnowledge;) and 4t appealed mope- 
jover, tihat there was wafeiting jtfi /£^ no Grcuf^^ 
jt4uece4 no fate .^tti jm^ $6<CW4^^, appiopiiated 
by any of r^e Aouencf^rophetsjto ^fromifed Meffi^ 
^i He had then a dear Right to ^p{dy to him^ 
jM IJie Profheciei^ w^h either direStlj ^oke c^ 
the Jl^efi^y or ^which, through any i^ermedidte 
Evenii^ .pointed at hinv and were applicable to him. 

17. The Application of this letter fort o( Prophe- / 
.ci^s to .Cbiift, is 'not AiiegoricAl. ^is not an dile^ 
^riaal Application, much fefsan aiiejpricd Argtin^nt 
or^licafiimiog. Eutrhey'are.appdi<tdto//iffii, as being 
reaily and imemiatral^, in the "View oif Providence, 
the £;ii^>and dampiete jioco9nfUifJ}me99t of *that, wh^eof 
diCiUftermedi^fte &effiftf was a Pledge or Beginrfing. 

i8. The Application of trhis Jatter fort i^ Pro- 
.phcoica.tojChiuft, was never by reafonMe Men urg- 
•cd ,as being itfelf a Proof that Jefm was the true 
Mffiah. Nay, the Application of tbe moR dircEi 
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and exprefs Prophedes whatfoeveri has not of idelf 
the nature of a direSl or po/ttive Proof; but can only 
be a /ne qua mn^ an Application of certain Marks 
or Charaders, withom which no perfon could he the 
promifed Meffiah ; an Application of certain DireSi" 
ons or DeferiptioMy to be made ufe of in the Inquiriftg 
after a particular Perfon, Many men were of the Seed 
of Jhrahamy and of the Tribe of Judaj and of the Fa-' 
mly of Davidy and born in Bethlehem of Juda^y and 
Suffered^ and were ciu off; And yet neither./^ nor 
Jill of thefe Charaders, could prove smy man to be the 
jromifed Mefjiah ; But the W^nt of any one of them^ 
would prove that any man was not He. The Proof of 
(0 Job, f, Jejus being the Chrijly were ( i) the Works which his Fa- 
?^- thergave him to finifh. The Application of direH and 

exprefs Prophecies to him> is nothing but fuch a Con^ 
gruitj of Marks or CharaSlersy as removes all Objefti- 
ons by which an Adverlary would endeavour to prove 
1%) Luke that it was not He. Ought not Chrifl (z)to havefitjfer- 
H> 26. ed thefe thingSy and to enter into his GloryX is not Pr^v- 
ing from his Sufferings, that Jefus was the Chrifl ; but 
removing the Objedion, by whichSome were apt toiii- 
fer from his SufferingSy that he could not poffibly be the 
Chrift. The Application of indtreH Prophecies to him, 
is only a giving of further Light, frojn the analogy and 
conformity of the Old Teflament to the New, by way 
of Illuftration and Confirmatiany to fuch as have been 
before convinced by the direB Proofs. The Proof thcrt- 
fore of the Truth of Chriftianity, does not fiamd upon 
the Application of Prophecies : But the ffirks by 
which Chri&profejfed to prove himfelf tobe the exped- 
cdMeJJiahi gave him a Right to apply to himfelf the 
Prophecies concerning the Mejiah ; And the Marks 
or CharaRers of the promifed Meffiahy given by the 
Prophets, were to many Tefis by which his Claim 
. was to be tried. " Miracles " indeed '« can never rendtr 
\^ a Foundation valid^ which is in itfelf invalid; can 
f' ^ever make a Falfe Inference, truei can nevtr 
t '\mak& 
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<« makg a Praphefj fulfilkd, which is not ful^Ud i 
«' ca» never mark^oHt a Mejfmy or Jefus for the 
<* AfeJJiaSj if Beth are not marked out in the Old 
'< Teftament : " But Miracles can give a man a jnfi 
and undeniable Claim to be received as the promifed 
Meffiahi // the prophetick Charafters of the Meffi- 
ah be applicable to him. And This it is, by which 
Jefus viras proved to be The Chrifi. 

19. From what has beenfaid concerning the Ap^ 
plication of indirect Profheciesy 'tis eafy to obfervc 
the Nature and Ule of Types, and Figuresy and ^/p- 
gorical manners oi fpeaking: Thzi Thejiy wcrtmucb 
iefs intended to be ever alledged for Proofs of the Truth 
of a Dodrine ; and yet, in their proper Place, may 
afford very great Light and Affiftance towards the 
right tinderjlanding of it. An Inftance or two, will 
make this matter obvious. There is a very remark- 
able Paflage in the Epiflle to the Galatians, where 
the Apoftle himfelf ftyles the thing he is Ipeaking 

of, an (i) j4llegoryi that is, he draws an Argument (j) GaL 
a fimili. The jUtegorj or Similitude he makes ufe 4., 24. 
of, is not alledged by him as a *^ Proof *' of the 
Truth of the Doctrine he is afferting ; but as a Proof 
cf th& Falfenefs and Groundlejhefs of Si particular Ob^ 
jeSlion urged by the Unbelieving Jews againft it. 
The DoSlrine tne Apoftle aflcrts (both in the Epiftle 
to the RomanSy ^nd in This toth^GalatianSy) is; that 
Chrifiians of the Gentiles, who imitate the Faith 
and Obedience of jibrahamy (^being circumcifed with * 

the circumcijion -ofChrifiy Gol. 2, ii,> are 

equally capable of being admitted to the Benefit of 
God's Promifes to his People^ as the yews of the /i- 
teral Circumcijion, wh« were lineally defcended from 
that Patriarch. In oppofition to this, the Jews al- 
leged, that fince to the I/raeUtes conkUkdly (2) per- /^) ^q^^ 
tained the j4doptiony and the Glory, and the Cove^ 9/4. 
pantSy and the (jiving of the Law, and the Service of 

Cody oftd the Protnijes ; fince Tkeirs confefledly were 

' - - - • ■ ^^^ 
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tht Fathers or V^tmrchsy to vhom a}l the Pi:oattre9 

oi God were oiriginaQy made ; ic xrouid not .po&bly 

be trocy nor cooSfidefit with the Promit$ o£ God. 

nmie to tfaeir Facken, that c&efe JfraeUtts wh^ iiad 

been ali abng the foenUar ptnple or ^T^ipvAf of God, 

Aotild at daft be Jiejei9ied for .not ceoeiving tbe Gol* 

pel ; aod that Bdievers frojn among the GcMtiks of 

all Nations, ftiould be received in Tfaeir ftead. N<>v 

in R.eply t0 this Objedioa, the Afioftle^H^eswith 

the gi^aoeft 7^^/^ ^ Strength^ ivom thci^iuian 

ef « kkf. G^ jKiffaudedge4 J^y Thgmfikiesy m whsdn 

the Reafen ff the thmg was the fame; ^eveii ^ona ithe 

j4mtlvgj of GodP^ Method and Maaner of proceeti* 

ingt in the ^vtng of Thofi very Oriffnd. PrMmips 

u jihe PMriMnhiy upon urbich J%U Frtjtidkt ok tibe 

(\) Gal. Jews iRras fixiiubL (i) Tell me^ ftys h^ je^aeJtr 

^y II, ^cfif^ee^teundtrihe Loiiiy do jf€ mot hmr the Law ? That 

isi Will yea(»t stt^oendco)Che AnalogjciGoi'^ Method 

of }MP0ceeding9 in Thofe yiry i'r^m^/ on which jt 

ifepend \ Fsr k is wrUfw^ that jArjtham had Tw9 

Sims, sthe wse if s Ba^maidi the other by. a irce 

Wimuus : Sfst Jle- vfho ojfos jff the Rjmdf^memMn^ itku 

hms jiftetr the JFkffh ; htt hesf the free wwnany ^as 

ij Prtmeife ■: ffhith thmp jore a» ^AU^j^Jj^. ^c^Cm 

Tbtt k to fay : Even mgiuaify^ the Pfx)mtfe wais 

not made to AU the children of jUrahant^ but to 

ffiuu: i&nly : Wbich. was^ froai che Bsximmxig, n 

vtry pfain dedanitian, that God did not ps^ipsdly 

(i) Rom. mtenfl bis JPromife, to take place in (i) .^aham^^ 

^, B. Defcdndents accmrdmg to the Flejh ; but in thofe 

who, by z Fadtb or Fidelity hks His, werjsin a inter 

-and higher fenfe the Children imd f eilowprs of durt 

<ireat.>Father of the Faith&l. In itke manner, 

and for the fame reafon, nhe <PyaBnife . was not nude 

(i) Rom. f^) ^^ ^^f^ the SonSiof I/kac^ hut to J^ob^oviy i 

9> iQ. s^'Qd, 'among the PoAecity cif "^mab^ jUi. (;') wckc 

r?)^ Rom^ ^^ ^SrtfcZ, ^uh :wene Of I^mL Wiutf fc (Af) 

u) Gai, J^mfebies^ thccefofic, taith St^P^tmU vho aic.fp ^- 
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firms Hfn 'mder the Mo^ck Law^ <r^tmot but ic^ 

Ilfiowki}g(^ tob&ve been ert^miltf md Mw/tyt tsue ^. 

the ftme h trwe f }> Nw. Wmit was nut conccf»- (r) ^fr. 

ing tKe two Sow f»f Jlkrakitmf and Kketwfc con- ^9- 

cenrni^ the two ScJns.of If^uiCy who were the 

P4trhtrchs with whom God's Covtmmr was crigi-: 

«Jiii^ itwde ; »> by conuntranct of the iTsuaie .^^i&^ 

tr6e conciriiiAg the Covciteit eftablifiied with the 

PJimilftSs md with thr. JVaih0 of the Jews^ ^ 

JitmM fromthofe PMifiarch^ : 'tis true concemii^ 

the Chmrcb of God^ .througii ii// fucceffive ^fir | 

'tis true cbnc^rning //rr (i> JtrttfidMmwhkh NMf iSf {i) QaL 

and cphe^hiogf TW which is i^ tome* As (2) 4'>f- 

jSr^dnmhad Typo S^i th vne hj ii hmd-maidy tht ^^^ ^^^' 

^er bj u fyt§ v^emM : Atd ^s (5) tie Sna of the (^') yet- 

B^f^-mAidy though^ Mcardi^ to the FUjbj no kfs 30. 

trtiel^r hi$ NatViral Defteiidetit than theOd)er> yet 

w)i^ flfOt tb.b^ Co-tidr ^ith Him who» by /Ar i^r^ 

PH/i ^ Gt)d^ ^Kras appointed to inherit x So» fays 

the Apoftle* the .(^)[j^enii^ifi^ ii;hich A&u/ tf, 4M (^4). t^^ 

Chkrch\ wntch received the 4xttrn^ ctamomX Jjaw 
£xsm Motvk Sik» ; knor^ by tlm jotttward general 
dtnomibation^ intitW to'theirr^nm/'^vour of God * 
SiUt tikC JcrMfid^^ y>kici is dhzfCy^^^bich is th€ 
Maihef of m alit of ^U who by true Kmh ^nd 
itbcere ObeditocK afe*^xiBa^n^to<3od ; Thi^hiaveH^ 
ijiJcKufiikm^ this f^Asmd^iitv^e Chttrcb or City 
«f tin iAtfmg God it hrto wi^h -M the Tromifos of 
jGx^d) made in All Ages to his Chmfchy lare, in re» 
slit^9 origiaatty and fii^aMy apprbptiatcd* / 

Frpfiit^ femarkahle Inftance, 'tts*weir^«^o(th'ob» 
ftf^ing by the Way, that when the :Apbftlcs ate 
iTuppdfM to aKguevitbthe Jews md Hprsrimmy the 
Meiniiigis^ chat Arguments altedged <bythe Apofiles . . 
CO the Jews in fi^tkutsr, thfto- from Ajgnnienti 
brai^ht to lhe<5kw^/fer, in This ; not that chey were 
at ^y time. A^^^niems dnswn from things ntl^ow^ 
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U^ed by the Jrwsy and in thtm/iives otherwife fe- 
conclm/ive ; but that they were drawn, juflly and 
fironglj^ from things well known among the Jewsi 
though what the Gentiles vrcrt Strangers to. 

The Correfpondenries of Types and jintimes , 

though they are not themfelves proper Proofs of the 

Truth of a doSrine^ yet they may be very reafbnable 

Confirmations of the Foreknowledge of God ; of the 

siniform Ftew of Providence under different Dif^ 

fenfations ; of the Analogy y Harmony ^ and j^reement 

between the old Tefiament and the New. The words 

in the Law, concerning one f articular kind oi death ; 

(\) Dcut. (i^ u^ that is hanged^ is accurfid of God ; can 

*'* *^' hardly be conceived to have been put in upon any 

. other account^ than with a f^iew and Forffight to 

3. la. ^^^ application made of it by (2) St Paul. The 

(3} Exod. Analogies between the (^) Pafchal Lamtj and thd 

12; 12,45. Z^mt of God flain from the Foundation of the World ; 

Joh. 1,29. between tht Egyptian BendagOj rndtht Tyranny of Sin; 

Rcv?ii ^between the. (4) Baptijm of the l/raelttes in the 

(4} I Cor. Sea and in the Cloudy and the Bapfifm of Chrifii'^ 

10; I, 1. ans ; between the (5) Paffage through the WiU 

^P /l^.^ dernefs» and through the Prefent World ; between 

45 1,2'^ ^^) J^fi^^ [J^fi^^ bringing the People into the 
I Cor. I o 'y prondfed Land, and yefus Chriji being the Captain 
'™""- of Salvation to Believers,' between th« Sabbath of 
45 8, 9.*^ *^7^ ^^fi promifed to the people of God in the earth* 
(j)Uth^i^y Canaany and the Eternal Refi pronrifed in the 
»»f.9» "• Heavenly Canaan i between the (8) Liberty grant* 

\l) Hcb. ^^ 1^™ ^^^^ had fled into a City of Refuge^ and the 
9, 2f . Redemption purchafed by the Death of Chrifi ; be- 
(10) Hcb. t ween the (9) High Prieft emring into the Holy 

16. "' ^^' f^^^ ^^7 J^^ ^^^^ ^*^ *^^ «/ Others, and Chrift's 
CO Col. (10) ^»<^^ entring with his own blood into heafi/en it*' 
*' '7- filf to appear in the fre fence of God for us : Thefe 
(z) Hcb. (J f^y^ j^nj innumerable other Analogies^ between 
il) Hcb. ^^^ (^^) Shadows of things to come, the (2) Shadows 
*if* ^f g^^d things to come^ tne (5) Shadews of heaven^ 
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^ fhhigs^ the ("4) Ffgures fir the time then ftefent^ (+) Hcb.s^; 
the (%) fotterns of things in the heavens^ and (.6) ?')Hcbo 
73Ev Hedvenhf Things Themfelves ; cannot, without )[/ 
the force of ftrong Prejudice, be conceived to have (6) Hcb.y, 
l»ppened hy Mere Chanccy without jis^ Foref^ht *• 
br Dejign. There are no ySwrA AfHtlogieSy much Jefs 
fuch .$W-/>j 0/ uinalogiesy found in the Books of 
*»irf emhu/tajUck^ Writers^ much kfs of emhnfii^ick^ 
tPrit^s Uving in fitch remote Ages front each other. 
'Tis rauch njore credibly and reatoilable to fup- 
.J)of€, ("what aSif /^^. affirms,) that (7) the fe things (7) i Cor; 
aivr^ 0/w^ examples ; and that, in the uniform courfe '°'^- 
.of God's Government of the worlds ("8) all thefi (8)vcr.ii,' 
ehi^gs happened tsnto Them of oldj%r [Wjw*] enJkmpieSi knd 
thij are written fir Ottr admonition ^ nfon wh^'m the 
Ends of the World art come. And hence arifes that .^- 
mfs of Siihilitude^ in the application t>f (t\^xA Legal 
Performances to the Aiordity of the Gofpel; that 
it can very hardly be fuppoled, not to have been^f^ 
finally intendeds As* (i) Knout je not that a Uttle (i) i Cdr* 
Leaven leaveneth the whole Lnmp \ Pnrgo ^t there- fi ^> 7* ^* 
fore the Old Lomven^ that ye may he a m3i> Im^y 
.es$ ye are tmleavtned^ For even U^rtji onr Pafover , 
.es facrificed for m* Therefore let ns keep the Fftij?, 
not with old Leaven^ neither mth the Leaven of 
Mthve and Wickpdnefsy hnt with the emleavened 
Bread of Sincerity and truth* Again ; (%) WE are (2; Phil. ^ 
THE Cironmci/on^ which umfhip 6dd in the Spirit^ 3- 
emd rejoice in Chrifi Jefhs^. and have.no confidence 
rim the Flefh. And 5 (5) Ton being dead inyonr Sins (3) Col. 2; 
, wtd in the Vncircnmcifien of yonr flefh, hath God qnickz ^ • ' ' ' 
'^md together with Chrifi ; -^-^^^ In whom alfi ye are 
,tirc»mcifed with the circfemcifion made without hfndsj 
' in pMtting off* the Body 6f the Sins of theflejby iy [the 
-Chriftian, the Spiritual circumcifion)] the ctrcumci- 
fan of Chrifi. And: (i) Do ye not kfo^^ that they (i) i Cor* 
. which -*^^wait ae the jitter ^ are partaken with the |** ^\l^" 
oftltart Even fo hath the Lerd ordimtdf that they iTm% 
* . E ' which 18, 
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ii^kch freach the Gofpe^ fljould live of th^ GofpeL 

-^ S^ I thefe things as a Man ? or faith not the^ 
Lavf the fame alfo ? For it is written in the Law of 
Mofes^ Thou fhalt not muz^zie the mouth of the Ox 
that treadeth out the Com. Doth God take care for 
Oxen^ or faith he it altogether for onr fakes ^ 

Some Applications of Texts out of the Old 

Teftament, are i mere Alltifions. That is 5 Nothing 

more is ifntcnded to be affirmed, than that the words 

•fpoken in the old Teftament are as Truly and as 

Juftly applkabk to the prefent occafiony as they 

were to Tnat upon Which they were originally fpo- 

ken. Of this kind, I think, is That of St Mat* 

(i) Matt. ^^^^ 5 ("2-) Then 'was fulfilled that which was ffoken 

1, ly.Jer. bj yeremiahthe Prophet^ f^P'^gy I^ Rama was there 

3i> i;*- 4t Voice heardy lamentation and weeping and great 

Moumingy Rachel weeping for her Children^ and 

would not he cotnfortedy hecanfc they are not. Thus 

(1) 2 Cor. likcwife St Paul i (i) / nuan not that other Men be 

85 13, 14, ^^jidy and joH burdened \ But by an Equality i AS 

'^' it is written^ He that had gathered much^ had no^ 

. thing over ; and he that had gathered little^ had ng 

(2) If. 6,9; lack* Again: What (2) Ifaiah lays of the Jews, 

ffuppofing he did not fpeak there prophetically 9 

though the Salemnity^ of the IntroduSlion makes it 

much more reaTonable to believe he did : But fup- 

pofing he fpake of the Jews in his own time^) Go 

and tell this People ^ Hear ye indeed, but underjiand 

not ; and fee ye indeed^ but perceive not : make the 

heart of this People fat, and make their Ears heavy^ 

andjhut their Eyesy leaji they fie with their Eyes, 

and hear with their Ears, and underjiand with their 

(i) Matt. -H^^^^ andconvert and be healed: was (3) fulfilled, 

13, 14. was verifjedy was equally true, equally applicable to 

the Jews, in our Saviour's days. Of the ftme kind 

(4.) Matt, feems to be (4) St Matthew's Application of that 

f ' //r Paflfage in ( 5 ) /jfaiah ; Surely he hath bom our Grief Sy 

w "• f%} ^^j carried otsr Sorrows^ The fcnfc of the wcwrds 

in 
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in the prophecy, is, what St P^ttr exprefles; (i) (0 ' Pet: 
tyho his OTi^ft felf bare owr Sins in his . ffwn body on *• *+• 
the Tree : And the Apoftle to the Hebrews, (2) (1) Hcb.p* 
Chrifi Tuas once offered'^ to bear th^ Sins of Many* 18. 
Yet St Matthew (ays; (5) He healed all that were {i) Mm. 
Sick^ That it might be fnlfilled which was Jpoken Sj 16, 17* 
by Efaias the Prophet, faying ; Hinsfelftook^ our in* 
prmities, and bare our Sicknejfej, His Meaning 
is : Chrid healed Difeafes in fuch a manner, thap 
even in That fenfe alfo, the words of If^ah were 
literally verified. To give but One Inftance more^ 
(4) All thefe things ( faith the Evangelift) /pakg (4) Matt. 
Jefus unto the multitude in Parables i^^^--^ that it i3i34., 3f^ 
might be fulfilled which was fpoken by the Prophet, 
fayingj 1 will open my mouth in ParabUsy I will 
utter things which have been kept fecret from the 
Foundation of the World: That is, the words (j) (5-)Pf.78, 
of the Pfalmift were as properly^ as tru'y^ and as 2. 
juftly applicable to the things which our Lord (poke, 
S& to the occafion upon which they were originally 
Ipoken by the Pfalimft. 

To fuch as are accuftomed only to Modern Laivr 
gUAges, ancj underftand not the nature of the Hebrew 
and *yyr/4(ri^fpeech, itmayleem very furprifing, that 
in the (i) Two laft-mentioned Pai^iges, the Citati- ft) Matt. 
ons are introduced with Thefe words. That it might 8, 17. 13, 
ie fulfilled which was fpoken by the Prophet, faying Si** 
(^c. But All who underfiavd thofe Languages, well 
know, that the Phrafes anfwering to thefe expreffions, 
Im jrAjifftj^, that it ^ight be fulfilled; mean nothing 
more than. Hereby was verified, or, 4^^^ that hereby 
was verifiedj or the like. And they who underftand 
not the Languages, may yet eafily apprehend this, by 
confidering the nature and force of fome Other ex- 
preffions of the Itke kind. As : (2) Thejprophefy a lie (^J Jer. 
inmj Name, THAT I might drive you out. (3) ^t;, if. 
Peholdy I fend unto you Prophet Sy — THAT^^) ^^f- 

fijpon Tou may come All the righteous Blood. Wjith ^f ' ^^* 

El (4) Many^^' 
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(4) Exoa. (^) many other Paflfetges of the fame mtufc i Wheie 

^''n rob *^^^w^^^^' '' TH^Tfvich a thing wfiijr fo, ** do not 

^i, iT.^f! ^^ 3II fignify the Intentiony " 7<? /fe £iwi r^4^ iV May 

fu 4. Jer. *< ^ ; "but merely the Events « Se that it JVillke. ** 

^7 i8- In the cafe of the mofi DireSi and Exfrefs Prapheeiis 

JJ^^y/"^ of all,- the words. '^This ivasdone, TH^Titmigh 

^ ' ^ « /'tf fulfilled whkh was ffok^en bj the Prophet, " iievcr 

do, never poflibly Can fignify literally, that the thing 

Avas done principally For that End, that the Prophefy 

might be fulfilled; becaule, on the rev^rfe^ tht reafom 

why any thing is pradiBed, always is, becaufe the thif^ 

was (before That praediftion^ appointed to be doncy or to 

he permitted. Much more therefore, iu the cafe of 111- 

dire^ Prophecies ; the words. This was done^ THJtT 

it might be fnlfilled which was.fpokenbj theProph^i, 

'tis evident, do not neccffarily mean any thing more? 

than This, that the thing was fi done^ as that there^, 

hy or therein Tfas ver^d what the Prophet ha^ 

Ipoken. 

zo. It cannot therefore, with any fort of rea»* 
fon or jviftice, be inferred from ftt^h citations out 
of the Old Teftament as I have now mentioned, 
that the Apoftles either mi/knderjiood or enthmfi^ 
0flicallj mipLpplied the Writings of th(? Prophets,. 
Kor can any juft Argument be drawn againft the 
Authority of the Books of th^ Old and New 
Teftament, from fuch Topicks as Thefe ;/ thai^ 
the Copies of the Law, In the times of the idofetroyj 
Kings of Judah and Ifrael, were well nigh teftf 
that fome Texts cited put of the Old Teilament 
by the Writers of the New,^ are not Now found 
in the Old Teftament at all ; /W oth^r texts are 
read differently in the Old Teftjffnent itlelf, from 
the Citations of the fame Texts recorded in the 
New 5 4nA the like. Which thingst hwe indeed 
0iven occafion to Weak^ zvA Ridicuhns Writers, to, 
mvent certain fenfttefs Rnles or Regulations j ; ac- 
to which, inen o>ay at any time rigi^ 

make 
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make what ffret^ Quotations they {Jeafe, But i^ 
truths the things themfelves I am here fpeaking ofs 
are nothing but what muft of neceffity hs^pen in 
a long Suceeffion of Ages. 

When (I) HilklM the prieft ("in the days of (0 * Chr, 
Jofiah,) found in the h^ufe of the Lordj a B^ of 54» '4* 
the Law af the Lordy given hj Mofes ; 'tis very 
probable indeed, from the Circumftances of the 
Hiftory, that Copies of the Law were then very 
fcarce,* and that This found by Hitl^ahy was, to 
his StiffrtK^e, an amhetukk^ or original Copy. But 
that the Whole (hould have been at that time a 
forgerj of Hilkuihj is evidently impoffible i bc^ 
cau^ the very Being and Patitj^ of the Nations as 
well as their Retigiony was founded upon the Ac- 
inowledeement ot the Law of Afofes i how much 
fbever idolatrous Kings might at certain times have 
coTTHfted that ReUgion, and caufed the Study of 
the Law to have been neglected* And in the very 
fame hcuk, wherein the account is given of tbU 
f articular Fa£ty of Hilkiah*s finding a Copy fan 
auihentick^ ^^py] of ^^^ Law ; 'tis expreflly ana at 
Jarge recorded, now, in a foregoing Reign, tnc King 
(2) fent to his Princes ■ » to teach in the Cities (i) i Chr, 
pf yndah ; and with them he fent Levites and Priefis ; ^7 > 7»S>5H 

and the J taught in yudah^ and bad the Book 
of the Law of the Lord with them,, and went about 
throughofit aU the Cities of yndah^ and taught the 
feofle^ 

That, in length of timet fbme whole Boc^s; 
fliould have been/e>/?; is nothing Wonderful. There 
are feveral Books exfrejjh cite^ in the Old Tefta- 
ment, of which we have now nothing remaininj 
That i^the Books which remaint there ihou 
fbmetim^ for want of Cj) /»- 
fallibilitj in Tranfcribers, happen (3) I'* ^^^ few places,* 
Qmij/idnsy Tranfpofaionsy and various 2l?* " ^^Tf)"", ^"T"^ 
mdtngs; IS ftill lefc to be won- for Inftancc, Ff ai, 16: 

' dred 
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Vfhcrc the SenfemoH evidently dred at. Nothingf but fCTpetHaf 

fhowsit(^«^fotobcrcad.and MiyacUy could prevent it. They 

the LXX Vcrfion ftows It an- „,t,^ l.' cvni f^ ..^t.^^» ;« ^Vw. 

tiemly ir^^rcad, HW or^D' ^^^^ ^aye SkiU to compare, m the 

'• they Tierced my Hands and Original, certain Pafla|[es m the 

•* myFecti^'thcJcwifli Maft- Books o£ Chronicles, with the cor- 
crs, in all their correa Ue^ refpondent places in the Books of 

brew Editions, have written _/' * , o i nr t --.u 

it, nSD. *«ii ii Lfow my i^^«i^3 or the i%th Pfalm, with 
*' hands and my Feet." Which 2 .S^w. cA. iZ, which is a Tran- 
has no tolerable fen feat all. fcript of thc y^wi^ Plalrp ; or the 

\/^h Pfalm with the 55^, which are ^hone and the 
fame Pfalm transcribed ; and much more, they who 
can compare the Septuagint Tranjlation with the Ori- 
, ginal ; will be able to find Inftances of thefe things, 
and very often alfo to lee plainly how and whence 
they happened : (All which, far from diminilhing the 
Authority of the Books, are ftrong Arguments of 
their jintiquHyj and againjt their having been forged 
by Efdrasy or any other hand.) What Wonder then 
is it, that among the numerous Texts cited in the 
New Teftament out of the Old, one or two ftiould 
Now not be found in our prefent Copies of the Old 
Teftament? and that fome others ftiould be read 
Mfferentlj in the Old Teftament, from the Citati- 
ons of the fame Text recorded in the New ? Or 
how does this at all affeft the jinthoritj of Either ; 
when much the greatefi Part of the Texts cited, 
agree perfeSily either in JVords or at leaft in Senfe ; 
and the Whole Series, Harmony, Analogy, Connexion^ 
and Vniformity of Both, compared wim the Syftcm 
pi Natural and Moral Truths, and with the Hifiorj 
of the World and the State of Nations, through a 
long Sfsccejjlon of Ages from the days of Mofes to 
this prefent time ; ftiows that the Books are not the 
reftilt of random and enthufiajlick^ Imaginations, but 
ef long Fore-^ght and Dejign? For, the Spirit of 
Enthujiafm is very hardly consent with itfelf thiough 
the Writings of one fingle perfon. How then is \% 
pojftble, that for 3000 years together, and pretend- 



\ 



-^ 



[ 19 ] 

ihg too (through all That time) to an uflifonft 
Series of PradiSionSy it Ihould H APPEN never 
to have fallen into Snch a Trad of expefted EventSi 
as the Nature and Truth of TTjings and the Situation 
of the Kingdoms of the World, fliould hive rendred 
abfblutely IMPOSSIBLE^ and altogether /iV- 
CAPABLE of any farther r much lefs of any 
final, completion ? 

21. I fiiali conclude This Head, with pointing 
at fome f articular extraordinary Prophecies^ which 
deferve to be carefully confidered and compared 
with the Events, whether they could fofjibh have 
proceeded from Chance pr from Enthujiafm. Some 
of them are of fuch a nature, as that they can only 
be judged. of by perfons learned in Hifiory ; and 
Tisefe I (hall but juft mention. Others are obvious 
to the confideiation of the whole World ; and with 
Thofi I Ihall finifti what I think proper at this 
time to oflFer upon this Subjed. 

Concerning Babjlony ^'it was (i)^ (^) PrUeaux Comexlon.Part 

particularljf fifretoldf that it (z) I* B00kll.pag.d7. j?^//. /<,/. 

fbould be fhut up^ and befieged (*) ^^- '3» '7« 21, 2. 
" by the Medes, . Elamites, and Armenians : TTyat 
" the River (5) jhould be dried up : That the City (s)fer. fo; 
" Jhould b^ taken in the time ^4) of a Feaft, while ^^-f^^^^** 

« her— mighty men were drunken ; Which ^^\ ^^' 

" accordingly came to pafs '* when *« Belpaz^arand^^' ^^'^^' 

*' all his thoufand Primes^ who were drunks ^itfi 

^^ him at the feafty " were (p '^ Jlain by 9r«/^ (5.) Cyro- 

** Soldiers.^ Alfo it was particularly foretold^ p2edia,lib. 

•« that God would mtake the Cout^trj of Babylon (6j 7- 
« a Pojfefwn for the Bittern^ and Pools of Water ;^f ^^' '^'^ 
<* fflaich was accordingly fulfilled by the overflowing *^' 
«« and drowning of ity on the breaking down of the 
^^ great Damm in order to take the City 4 ** Could 
the correfpondence of Thefe Events with the Pr<- 
diSionSy be the refult of Chance ? But fuppofe 
Thefe PradilHons were forged After the Event : Can 

the 
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the fiUd^kH9tg ones ilfo have been written ^ir tie 
Event f or, with any reafon, be afciibed to Ch$mee f 

^^) Jer. (I) The mid Beafts rfthe dejht — fbaU dweU 

^""^ 3^- Therty mdthe Owb jball dwU thertm : And it jbaU 

be NO MORE inhakktd for EVER, nmher 

pall U he dwelt in frem generation t^ generation : 

(2) Jer. \4t G^d overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah^ &c. (1) 

Sly 26, j-fjej Jhall not take of thee a Stone for a xomtr^ 

37>64. __^*|^ tkou/haltte defilate For EVER,, faith 

the Lord: ^ ■■■> Babjlm jhall heeoone Heoft^ a dwells 

ing place for DragonSy an aftoni/bment and an hi^i^ 

without an, Inhahitant : -^^^^ It (ball finl^ and jbatl 

fi)lC I • **^ rife from the Evil that I nnll bring nf on her ^ (3) 

iL io/2^1! Babylon J the Ghrj of Kingdoms^ JbaU be as 

when God overthrew Sodom and Oopnorrah : It JbaU 
JVETE R be inhabitedy nmher JbaU it be dmk in 
from generation to generation : Neither JbaU the jira^ 
bian fitch Tent there^ neither paU the Shefhtrds 
make their Fold there*: But wild Bea&s of the Deftft 
JhaU Ue there, and their ./MnJes JbaU be fuU of 
doleful Creaturesy and Owls Jhall dwell there* 
' Concerning £0j^, Was thefoliowing Fr^d^iM 
forged after the Evem ? or can it, with any rcafon^ 
>.> P , be afcribed to C^ame ? (i) Egypt -* — *-^ JbaU be 
U:.H>^y ^ BASE Kingdom : It fhaU be the BASEST 
of Kingdoms, nmher fhaU it exslt itfelf ANT 
MORE above the Nati&ns : Fer I will diminip 
them, that they Jhall NO MORE RULE over 
the Natiom. . • . 

Concerning Tyre^ the PradtBion i$ no left re- 
(i) Ezek. markable : (2) IwUl makg thee lik$ the 7if ef vi 
a6j 14., ai. Rockj Thdu (halt be 4 place to ffread Nets tfen; 
Thou Jhalt be busk NO MOREi^-^^-^^^Thfu 
Cj) ^ztk.Jbak be NO MO RE; (3) The A^chants amorig 
a7> 3^- the people JhaU hifs at thee, thou Jbak be a Terrour, 

(4) Ezek. ^^ ^^ ^^ ^ J^^^ ^^ ^J ^^•^'^ C4) ^ ^ 

28, ip. thai kis&w thee among the peopks JbaU be jf^onijb' 
ed at thee^ 

The 
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The I)iJififtiok of the Extent oJF the doftiiniort 
of That People, who were to pofTefs JmUa in the 
htter days ; Was it forged dfier the Evem ? or ^ 
can it reafonably be afcnbed to Chance ? (i) He TO ^^* 

fiall c$mi wth Horfe-meH, and with many "i4o4** 

ShipSj and fi^l overflow anifafi over: Ifo **' *^' 

JbaU enter alfi into the Gloriom Ijmd, [and (%) (2) Ver, 
fhall flant the Tabernacles of his FaUce between the 45-. 
Seas in the Glorious Holy Mostntatm;] j^ many 
CoMntries flkdl be overthrown : But T%efe JhaU Efiafo 
out of his hand, even Edom and Moab and the chief 
of the children of Ammon. He (hall firetch forth his 
hand alfi upon the Cotsntries, and the land of Egypt 
fbali nos e/iape* Btts he jball have power over the 
Treafnres of Gold and of Sihery and over all the 
precious things of Egypt ,* and the Libyans and Ethi^^ 
opians [o'WD] Jhall be at his Steps* 

V/hen Daniel J in the (i) Vifion 

of Nebuchadnezzar's Image, fore- (t) fhc VsLvue of Whkhi 

told (z) four Great Succeflive ^" /? ^'^^ £r^> that 
^^ I. fir T'L- • ^^ Etfkifi, who WAS centemfo- 

Monarchies t Was This written ^^^ ^j^,, •*^^.,/^ plaiiiy 
after the Event / or can the con* alludes to it. when he fays 
jrruity of his defcription with the <>^ th« ^>nt?e of ij/re^ cb, 
ti^thcmfiiues reafonably be Sj/, ^t.*^ t',^5S 
afcnbed to mere Chance \ that they eim hidtfrom thee. 

When the Angel (ays to Daniel t (1) Dun. x\ j8 — 44. 
f 5) Seventy Weeks (4) are deter^ (3) Oan, 9, 14, 
mined sspi^n thy people^ and upon (^) Weeks, or Sei^tenarle^; 
thy Holy Ci/n to fmifh the tranf ©^ ^»*^'- Compare Gtn. 19, 
gr^n, and to make an end of l^^"^' '^' ^♦' ^*'*' 
Simsy and to make reconciliation for •' 
imquityy fitc. Was this written after the £vent ? 
Or can it reafonaUy be afcribed to Chance, that 
from (i) the Seventh year of Artaxerxes the King, (0 Exra 
<when Ez;ra went up from Babylon — »— stnto Je^ 7 i ^t 7» 8- 
rufalcm with a Commiffion to reftore the Govern- 
ment of the Jews J ) to the Death of Chrifi, [from 

F ann^ 
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ann. Nahonajfi 290, to am. Nabonaff. 7&0,J 

ihould be precifely 490 [70 wukl of] years f 

(i)Dan.9, When the Angel tells Danulj that (2) Three-^ 

^^' /core and two JVeeks the ftrea [of Jerufalem] Jhall 

be built again, and the Wall, even in troublous jimes, 

("O^ryn p'^l^ilV but This in Troublous times j not 
Ike thofe that ijiould be uuder Meffiah the Prince^ 
when he Aiould come to reign \] Was This written 
after the Event l Or can it realpnably be afcribed 

to Chancey that from the (5) 

C 5 ) To?5 'u^oiTcX'jfAot^^ urn- ji^g^fy Eighth of Artaxerxety whca 

^•J^^j^. .^ r«^^, ^^^^^ the Walk were finillied, to .the 

riix^yXa.^o9TMff^c, fof'fhtis, bonajf] 5 II, to ann. Nahonaff* 
jimiquit. jadaie. li&. n. y/^^] fhould be prccifcly 454 
^'^t' ^' [(S2 weeks of] years? 

(4) Dan. 9, When t>aniel further lays: (4) And he jhall 
^7- confirm [or, Neverthfkfs he (ball confirm] the Cove- 

nant with Manj Jor one Week^: Was This written 
after the Event \ Or can it reafbnably be afcribed 
to Chance, that from the Death of Chrifij (anno. 
Bom. 55j^ to the Command given firft to Si 
Peter to preach tp Cornelius and the Gentiles^ (anno. 
Bom. 40,) fliould be exaftly iStf^/^;» [One week of J 
years? 
(ODanp, When he M adds: (i) Md in the midft f 
27. the Week [yUtUn 'SHV And in Half a Week] he 

Jhall caufe the Sacrifice and the Oblation to aeafey and 
for the overjpreading of Abominations he Jhall maks 
it dejalatei Was This written after the Evem\ Or 
can it with apy reafon be afcribed to Chance^ that 
from Fefpafians marching into Jud^a in the Spring 
Anno Dom. 6j, to the taking of Jerufalem by 
Titus in the Autumn Anno Dom. 70, fhould be 
[Half a Septenaiy of Years,] Three Tears and a 

halff . , 

When the fame Daniel foretells a Tyrannical 

Power, which Ihould wtar out the Saints of the 
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AAfi Highj and thej jhould be given into his hand (i) Dan.7» 
jM^till (2) a Time and Times and the Dividing of^^- 
Time;, and (5) again, For (4) a 
Time, Times, and^Halfi (Which C^)^^"- '?;7. ^ 

L r J J: -L f/ * (4) Three Xe^rs ana a HalK 

can no way be applied to the Short ^, f,^^ ^,^,, -.^ accordingto 
Perlecution of jintiochus, becaufe the Analogy of all the forc- 
thele Prophecies are exfrejfly de- mentioned Numbers, 1160 
cfered to be (i) for ^^^y Days; ^'^^^^' 
concerning (2) v^hat fiall iefa'l thy jpeople in ri^(i)Dan.8' 
Ltatter days, for yet the P^ijion is for Many Days ; ^^- 
concerning (y) the Time of the End; (4) what ,o, 14. ' 
fhall be in the Laji End of the indignation; con- f^) ch,Z, 
^erning thofe who (5) fljall fall by the fword and 17- 
iy f^mey by captivity and by Spoily Mansj Days ; ^^ ^^' ^* 
(6) to try them, even to the Time of the End, he» (r) ^^, 1 1 
^ianfe it is yet for a time appointed; concerning (7) ;^. 
A Time of froHble, fuch as never wasjince there was C^) f^. » '» 
A Nation ; the time (i) when God Jball have j4c- ^^; ^^ ^^^ 
fiomplifioed to fiatter the Power of the Holy peofle; ,, 
(9) the time of the End, till which the W4irds are .8) ch. 12, 
flofed up andfealed; (10) to which the Prophet 7- 
is commanded to flout «/> his wards, /uid feal the ^^ ^ - ^^* 
Bifol^, for many Jhall run to and fro, and Know- (lo) ch. 
Jedge fha/l be increafed; evenCu) the End, tilliz,^. 
•which Daniel was to refi, and then Jland in his Lot (^^^ ^"' 
At the End of the Days.) When Daniel, I fay, '*''^' 
. foretells yicA a Tyrannical Power, to continue yi*(^ 
^ determined period of Time ,• And St, John pro- 
phofies, that the (12) Gentiles fhould tread the Ho^ f iiJRcf. 
h City under foot. Forty and Two Months; wliich ''» ^• 
IS exaftly the fame period of time, with that of 
Z)4w>/ : And again, that {ii)TwolVitnejfes, cloath^ (i^)Kev. 
'.ed in Saci^loth, /bould prophefy a Thoufdtnd tivo hunr '-^ 3- 
dred and threefccre days ; which is again exaftly the 
^ try fame period of time': And again, that the (i) (i) Rev, 
fVoman which .jfe^i into the Wddernefs from Perfe- **» ^• 
cution, ihould continue there a Thoufand two 
flundred and thrufcore days: And again, that flie 
. ' Fa Ihould 
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(t) Rev. ihould (x) fkf $nt0 thi Wildernefu frr a Time^ Mmd 
'*' H- Times^ smd Half a Tjme; which is ftill the very 
fame period : And again, that a fPild Beafi^ a Ty- 
(3) ch. i3,rannical Power, ^5) to whom it was given to makf 
7* War with the Saint Sj and to overcome themj was 

(4) to t continne Forty and two 
Months^ ("ftill the veiy fame pe- 
riod of time,) and to have (5) 
Power over All Kindreds» and 
Tonguety and Nations, fo that All 
that dwell ufon the Earth fhoiild 
JVorfhip him: Is it credible or 
foffiUi that ignorant and Enthm'^ 

pinVnry/fhewoVd7of"i^^^^^ Jf^ft^^l Writers fhouW, by mere 
are exprefs, that, not from Chance^ hit upon fuch Co'incidencies 



U)ch. 13,5-. 

if) ^^. i3>7» 8. 
f There has prevailed among 
Learned men a very Impor^ 
tant Errour» ts if the 1160 
Days (or Years) here fpoken 
of, took their Beginning from 
the Bjfe of the Tyranny here 
defcribed. Whereas, on the 



the Time of his Rifgt but 
0fter his having made War 
with the Saints, and from 
the time of their being given 
into his handy Should be a 
Time, snd Ttmesy and the Di- 
viding of Time, ch. f; 14, 
ay. And Stfehntio Icfs exr 
preflly 6ys, that the time, 
not of tlic Iwo IVttneffef Pro* 
fhefying, (for in Part of That 
time they had (Sreat Power,) 
but of their Prothefying in 
Sackcloth, ibould be a thou- 
fmd two hundred and three* 
fcore days. Rev. 11, 3. And 
the ferfefuted Woman^ after 
her Flighty was to be pdt- 
uallv in the fVildemeff^ ("and 
in her Place there, of Riches 
and Honour,) a thoufand two 
hundred and Threefcore davsy 
ch. II, 6. Wherefore alio 
the forty and two months, 
(the very fame period,) dur- 
Jrjg which time Power was 
given unto \the Wild Beaft to 
pantim^y (in the orif^inal it 
?«> fffif«t** to do what he 



of [occult] Numbers? efpecially 

lince St John could not poffibly 

take the Numbers from Vanieh 

if he underftood Daniel to mean 

nothing more than the Shoot Per- 

fecution of Antiochms. And if 

he did underftand Daniel to mean 

a much Longer and Greater and 

more Remote Tyranny, which 

John himfelf prophefied of as iff 

His time ftill future i then the 

Wonder is ftill infinitely Greats 

er; that in TTjofe earJj Times, 

when there was not the leafi Foot" 

ftep in the fUrld of any fsu;h Power 

as St John diftin£b]y defcribes, 

(but which Now is wr; Con^^ 

cmfts^ as I {hall prelently obfefve 

more particularly ; ) it ftiould ever 

enter into the Heart of man to 

conceive fo much as the Poffibilitj^ 

of fuch a Power, fitting, not upon 

$h? fayilioa of Ifcathcn Pcrfc- 

futprs, 
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CutotSjhntexfreJ/lf (zTheff.i,/^) pleafcd. Rev. i^ f cvi- 
m the Temple and upon the Seat ^^^^^y ^^?^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ''^^- 

^C r^^^uA U;wLr^\C koned hom his Rife, or 

But 7>b^y? Prophecies, which Kngs (^ch. 17, nj ntr^/T.v/ 
either relate to Particular Places^ ^ower with him\ but fiom 
or depend upon the computation ^,^^ ^^^ °^ ^j^ ^^T^^^g ^°: 

r »:.• 771 -^ /-rjr tally overcome the Samts, and 

of ParttCHlar Pertods of Time, are of his hdng iVorJhipped by All 

(as I faid) of fuch a nature, as that d-nell ufon the Earth 

that they cannot be judged of, ch. 135 7, 8. 

but by perfons skilled in Hiftorj. 

There are fome Others mcxt Generah running through 

the Whole Scrifturcj and obvious to the conCder* 

ation of the Whole World. 

For Inftance: It was foretold by Mofesy that 
when the Jews forfook the True God, they 
ihould be Ci) removed into all the Kingdoms f|^ j)^^ 
^f the Earth ; Ihould be ( i) fcattered among the 28, i^-. 
Heat hen J (5) amongst he Nations ^ (^) among all peofle (^) Lcvit* 
from the one end of the Earth even unto the other w^\ n ' *. 
ihould There be (^) left Few in number among the \^Xy\^ ' 
Heatheny and (<S) fine away in their iniquity in their (4.) bcut. 
Enemies lands; and ftiouid (7) become an afioni/b- ^^v'^** 
mentj a proverb, and a By-word, among all Nations ; P ^^^^^ 
and that (8) amtrng thefe Nations they Ihould find (6) Levit. 
no Eafe, neither Ihould the Sole of their Foot have 26, 59. 
Reft I but the Urd fhould give them a Trembling (7) l^^ut. 
ffeart, and failing of Eyes, aud firrow of Mind; f^j ^^^^ 
^d (9) fitul a Famtnefs into their Hearts^ in the 28, 65-. ' 
hands of their Enemies; fo that the found of a (9) L<?v«^ 
Jbal^n Leaf OiOvAd chafe them. Had any thing like ^^' 3^ 
This, in A41o/es*s time tver happened to Any Na- 
tion ? Or was there in Natwe any Probability, 
that any fuch thing fhould ever h^fpen to any Peo- 
ple?' that, when they were conquered by their 
Enemies, and led into captivity, they ihould nei* 
thcr continue in the place of their captivity, nor 
be fwallowed up and loft among their Conquerours, 
but lie fcattered among al) the Nations of the WorU, 

ao4 
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and hated by all Nations for many Ages, and yet 
continue a People f Or could Any deftription of 
the [ews, written at this day, poflibly be a more exaft 
and lively Pifture of the State they have Now 
been in for many Ages ; than this Prophetick de-r 
fcription given by Mofesy more than 5000 Years 

The very fame thing is in like manner continu- 
ally pra^di^ed through all the following Prophets ; 
^i^jcr.p. that God would dy featter them among the Hea^- 
16. Ez.ck. them that he would (2) canfi them to be removed 
^'!5* into all Kingdoms of the Earth; that he would (5) 
1*24., 9- * fi^^^^^ them into all the TVtndSi and (^) difperji 
29,18. 34» them through the Countries of the Heathen: that he 
17- would (^) Jtfi them among all Nations^ like as Corn 

(}} fo 11. '^ ^fi^^ ^^ ^ ^*^^ ' ^^^^ (^^ '^ ^^^ ^^^ Kingdoms 
(l) Ezck. ^f ^^^ Earth, whither they fhould be driven, they 
20,13.22. Aiould be a Reproach and a Proverbj a Taunt and 
>r- a Curfe, and an ^ftonijbment, and an Hijjing: and 

fj-)Amos that^heyaiotildC7)^iWtfiI/^iVr DATS without 
(fi) J^* ^ King^and without a Prince^ and without a Sacrifice^ and 
24> 9« ^9* without anlmage^and without an ephod^and without terar- 
'^* ^ fhim. And here concerning the PraE;di<9:ions of 
^' ^ ^' Ezjtkiel 'tis remarkable /» particular^ that they bG- 
<;3)5^« wig fpoken (8) #» the very time of the Babylonian 
Ezck.1,1. Captivity, 'tis therefore evident from the Time of 
3,ii.ii> j^jj Prophefying, as well as from the Nature and 
*^' de/cripticn of the thing itfelf that he muft needs be 

/'O Tobit ^nderftood of that Latter (i) ^' captivity into all 
j^]^, *' Places^ " which was to happen 4/>rr the " Fulfill';' 
^« i»^ /Af 7;>»f !>/ 7?74/ y^ge ■ ' wherein God was 
firft to ** ^ri»f /fe^«^ again " (out of the Babylonian 
Captivity^ *^ /»ra rA^ Land where theyfhould build 
*« a Temple^ " but w^ like to that which tf/i^x- 
wards (after their Final Return) (houU " ^r ^«//t 
'^ for ever with a Glorious Building. " The fore- 
cited Prophecies (I fay) muft of naccffity be un- 
. derftood of jhac fVids $nd Long Difperfioos which 
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ih the New Teftaftient dfo is exprejjlj mentioned by (O Luk* 
iz) Qur Saviour and by (5) St Paul. *'' *4- 

'Tis alfb, furttier, both largely 2^nd difiinaij prae- ^A^''"'* 
dided, as well by Mofes himlelf, as by All the fol- ' 
lowing Prophets; that notwithftanding this uneX'* 
ampled Difperjion of God's People, (4) jet, for all (^.) Levit. 
that^ when tkey he in the Land of their Enemiesj 26,44. 
God will not dejlroy them utterly ; but, (5) "^hen (0 ^^u^- 
they Jloall call to mind among all the Nations whe- ^° * '» *» 
ther God has driven them, and jhall return unto 
the Lordy he will turn their Captivity^ and gather 

them from all the Nations, from the outmofi 

parts of Heaveny (i; even in the LATTER {i) Dcut* 

days : That (2.) though he makes a full end of all 4'^ 3^^ 
other Nations f yet will he not make a full end of^f^ J^^' 
Them ; but (3^ a Remnant of them fhall be preftrv- ^^'j K.ioi 
ed, and return out of all Countries whither God 2uii.6, 
has driven them: That he (4) will fift the Houfe 'J-Je*"-*?* 
of Ifrael among all Nations, like as Corn is fifted \^^f^' 
in a Sieve \. yet fhall not the leafi Grain fall upon (]^) Xmos 
the Earth : That ($) the Lord fhall fet his hand 9, 9. 
again the fecond time, to recover the Remnant of his ^^^ ^^- ' ' » 

Peop/fy -; ^~- and JJmU fet up an Enfign for the 27 "iT. 

Nationsy and' jhall ajfenthle the Out-cajis of Ifrael, 

and goih^r together the difperfed of Judah, from the 

Four Corners of the ^arth : For 

(6) I will bring thj Seed from the ,}^\^^' 4|^' T* ^- J^^- '<^> 

Eafi, faith the Lo/d, and gather H] )\' L I^A^Ti;: 

thee from the Weft; I will fay to 16, 17. 20, 41. 28, i/, 34 j 

the North, Give up ; and to the '^' '^ B^» H- 37« ^i. 39» 

South, Keep not hackj Bring my Sons ^'^^ "^^^ ^^* 

from far, and my Daughters from the Ends of th^ 

Earth, (j) Behold, I will lift up my hand to the (j) If. 45;, 

Gentiles, and fet up my Standard to the People; and ".<5o} 8, 

the f Jhall bring thy Sons in their jirms, and thy ^' ^°- ^^' 

Daughters fhall be carried upon their Shoulders. (8; ^g) if. ^4, 

For a fmall moment have I forfaken thee, but with 7 5 and the 

Great Mercy li/ill / gather thee : In a little wrath ^^^^^ 

J hid chatter. 
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/ hid my fdce from thee, fot a MdmeHt ; knt with 

Everlafting Kindnefs will I hafve mercy ch thee* And 

chat thefe Prophecies might not be appUed to the 

Return from the 70 Tears Captivity in Babylon^ 

(which moreover was not a Dilperfion mto ^l Na^ 

t$MSy) they are ^xfreffly referred to the LATTER 

(9) Deut. J^^h not only by i^jAiafes, but by (lo) Hojed 

4> 50. who lived long after, (For the children of IJrael 

(lo)Hof. ji^i abide MANX DATS without a Kingy and 

3 i 4' f • ^thont a Prince, andwithottt a Sacrifice ; AFTE R" 

WA R D they Jball return, and feel^ the Lord their 

Cody and David their King, and Jhall fear the Lord 

and his Goodnefs in the LATTE R DATS;) And 

(ii)Ezck. ^y Fzjekiely who lived inthe Caftivitj itfelf; fiij 

58J 8, 11'. After MA NT BATS [fpeaking of Thofe who 

»4> i^- fhould offofe the Return of the IfraelitesJ thoufhak 

be vijked *y in the LATTER TE AR S thmfi>alt 

come into the Land ; upon the Peofle that art' 

gathered out of the Nations ; ' ■ ■ In that Day, 
when my Peofle (^ Ifrael dwelletb fafely, ■ tnete 

jhalt come uf againfi than, — it (hall be in 

the LATTER DATS. Thefe Praediaions there- 
f i) Luke fore ncccflarily belong to Thai AgOy when (l) the 
?i) rL '^'^^ ^ *^ Gentiles ihall be fulfiUed, and (l) the 
n i 2/^0. P'^^fi 9f ^he GentUee be come in. And that, through 
all the Changes which have happened in the Kingdoms 
of the Earth, from the Days oiMofes to the frefent 
Time, which is more than ;ooo Years; ndthii^ 
Ihouldhave happened, to prevent the POSSIBI^ 
LlTt of the Axompliflment of thefe Prophecies ; 
but, on the contrary, the State of the Jeunfh and 
Chrifiian Nations at this Day, ihould be (uch as 
raiders them cafily capable, not <mly of 2 figurative^ 
but even of a literal campletimt in every Particular, 
if the mil of Gpd be fo ; this (I fay) is a Mracle, 
which hath nothing parallel to it in the Phenomena 
•f Nature. 

Another 
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Another Inftonce, no lefs extraordinary, is as 
follows. Darnel foretells fij 4 Kingdom t^fcn the (i) Dam 
Earthy which /ball be divers from j4ll Kingdofns^ 7»»3- 
(2) divers from all that were befrre it^ Cj) exceed^ (i) ver.y' 
ing dreadful^ (4) and jhall devour the Whole Earth •: (3)^«'-i9- 
That,* among the Pcwers into which this Kingdom W^^'*^' 
(hall be divided, there /hall arife One Power (5) W^c'*4- 
divers from the reft, who (6) Jhall fiibdsie unto (^)vcr.8, 
himfelf THR EEoi the Firft Powers, and He ihall *"*• *+• 
have (7) 4 Mouth Jpeaking very great thingsj aiKl^7)ver.8, 
4 iiw^ «wrtf -y/«w /A4» foj ir/ZoM'/. He (hall (8) (S) vcr.ii. 
jiMi^ War with the Saints^ and frevail againfi them* 
(9) Jt^nd he jha/l /peak^great words againft the moji (9) vcr.if. 
Higlh d^d frail wear out the Saints of the mojl 
High J and thinly to change Times and Laws; and 
thej Jhall be given into his hand, for a long feafon 5 
even till (ic; the Judgment jhall fity and *- the (^o) v«* 
Kingdom tinder the whole Heaven jhall be given to *^' ^1* 
the fe^le of the Saints of the moji High, (i 1) He (' i) Dan. 
/ball exalt himjelf and magnify himjelf above every ''' 3^&<^- 
Godj and fhall jfeak^ marvellous things againjl the 

God of Gods; Neither jhali 

he regard (12) the God of his (n) Tke Gcd ofcodsfu 
Fathersy nor (15) the Defre of »" ;^'e roregoing vcrfc. 
Women, nor regard any Godi for , i^\^2. ^^^'''^ '' "^"^^ 
he JhaU magni^ himfelf above alL 

jAnd inhis efiatejJhaU he honour (i) i^i) Gods-Prottaors, as 'tis 
the God 4>f Forces; and (z) a God >« the marsfn of the Biblci 
whom his Fathers knew not, {hall ^^ ^^j^^^i'/otcciors. 

he honour.. r^ Thus jhall he do ra^ rh^'^i/r^^^^^ ^ 

$u the mofi Jtrong Holds wtth a N^-w Rriigions. . *^ 

Strange Godi whom he jhall acknow' 
ledge andincreafe with glorj ; and he /hall caufe them 
to rule over many, and pall divide the Land for 
Gain. Suppofe now all this to be fpoken by Daniel, 
of nothing more than the Short Perfecution under 
^iochm Efiphanes; Which that it cannot be, I 

Q have 
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fj)pag. havefliown (j) above*' -But fuppofe it witCi and 

*J* that it was all forged afrer the Evehti Yet ThHj 

camtct be the Cafe of St Pad and St J^hny , whd 

defcribe exadly a Like Power, and in Uks W6rds ,' 

fpeaking of things to conle in the Latter Dajs^ oi 

tilings ftill Future in Their time, and of which 

there was Then no Footftep> no Appearance iA 

(4) 2 Th. the World. The daj of Chrijl, faith ^4) St Paul^ 

X, 3 tec. frail not comey except there come 4 Falling awdjfirfi^ 

and that Man of Sin be revealedi the Son of Per^ 

dition ; Who oppo/eth and exalteth himfelf aiopc all 

that is called Gpdy or that isworjbipped; fo that he^ 

as God J Jitteth in the (<;) Temple 
-^ f^; Tis ^^^f?;^^^\^ll' of God, fheu;ing himfelf that he 

Bmn (not an Infidel) Power, . ^ 1 ■ "^ tt/l r •^ • • r. 
f Ji4t he here Q>caks ot. 'f God: mofe Camtng ts after 

the Working of Satan f with alf 

pimWy ^d Signs, and Ljing Wonders, and wkh 

(i)iT\m,dll deceivablenefs of Vnrighteonfnefs. Again: (i) 

i>, ii&c. The Spirit fpeiokith exprejfljf thdtin the Latter tinies 

^onte Jhall depart from the Faith, giviiig heed to 

U) Do4rines concerning fif*cing Spirits, and(z) doSriitis 

Dermis, that is, Ghofis or iffD^tls; ^ — Forhddit^to m^r 

Soiiis of (good or bad) men fy^ and comfnandihg to abjtoin frotie 

Defaried. meots^ (^c. St John in lik^ mdnoto 

prophefies of a Wild Beafi or Tjrannieal Power^ 

^ to whom Was given (3) Great Jbtthority, and a 

\l, ^^l,] Mouth fpeakiitg Great things, and Blafphemies : And 

f^y^Sa^she opened his Month iff Blafphemj againfiGed: 

^h H> ^^» ^d it v^as given unto him to makg Wir isnth the 

V" Saints, and to overcome them; and Pjmm wai 

given him over all kjndreds and tongttes and NiAeioms.; 

\AndjiU that Dwell ttpon the Earth, Jhatt worflfif 

ifim. ■' ■■■ J^d he that e^etcifitb his Pifwer hfrre 

him, —7- — doth great Wonders, aiU Deceivtth, 

them that dwell on the Earth, hi the wieans of thofe 
Miradef which he had pen^er to do. " And he 

inaHfeth ■ I * that no man Might hsf^ or foU, ffive he 
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ihtha4 the A4ark.9r fhe Hmfi pf th Be^. Arid 
the Kvis* -of (lie ^i^ CO ^-w-s oW Mimi, aadif) 
pdii give thtir Pmvtr tind firength mtQ tht Benfi; y* ' 
— — _evtn feofUs, Htd mtthifff^'t ""d nations and 

t9fi£Kei. . JEer God hath pHc in iheir htaru [in 

the hearts ,o£.t(K Kings,] t.o fit/fill his Will, andti 
agree, «ad.litie tbtlr Kwgdftft m'o tht Bejifi, nntill 
the words of God jbali ht fulfilled. The Name of 
the Perfon, in whofe hands the (l) Reins or ("ij Rei*; 
Principal DireBim of the Exercife of this Power '7; 3- 7- 
is lodged, is (5) Mjftery, Eahylon the Great, (Af (j^ Rev, 
Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of tht Earth ; i-j,j. 
(4) With whom the Kings of she 

Earth (<) have committed Forni- ^^\'""'\ ,,■■,, i . - 
^•" ,,.11. r I ■(f) Ha-vt SenltJ i^ta IdeP 

cation, and the inhabtttrs of the ,,r«»j FrtiHifn. 
Earth have been made drstnk, with 
■ the Wtne of her fornication : And She herfelf ii 

((S) drut^ Saints, and u/iih (6) Rer.' 

the Blood '•• 'And (7) ^7 '7' 6- 

her {^H) S 

tionsdeceiVi <7l Rev. 18; ij. 14. 

thetilt,„Anf " (8) ^ff*'««"?.L«■"^«'f«f- 

ttnd of j4U ■ meaRe.ipcHi mthent Virtut. 

Earth. J 

foliticai P< : Titles and Cha- 

ra£letsbelo 'iij, (flandingf'i) tij Rcv. 

tipon Sevet leigneth over tht '7- '^■ 

Kings of the Earth. (x)*"-»: 

If in the days of St Pant and St John, there 
was any Footftep of fuch a Sort of Power as This, 
in the World; Or, */ there ever had betn any 
fuch Power in the World ; Or if there isas Then 
any Appearance of Probability, that could make it 
enter imo the heart of Man to imagine, that there 
fver could be any fuch Kind of Power in the World, 
much lefs in {^) the Temple or Church of God; (jJiThcJT; 
And, if there be not Now fuch a Power aftually *■ 4- 
G z tnd 



and conjtricnoufly esercifed in the WotH } And 
(/any Piaure of this Power, drawn ^er the Event, 
an now defcrbe it more plaiidy and exadly, than 
it was ormndij defcribed in the woids of tnc Pro- 
phdy : Then may it with fome degree of plau- 
libleaefs be fuelled, that the Propheciet are no- 
thing more than Enthufiaftick Imaginations. 
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LETTER. 

Concerning the ARGUWtNT 4 priori^ 
. in the "Proof of the BEING of GCD. 



To the Revtrind Dr "^ * * 

•.- — - ^ T OUR. Objeaion ^gaiftf! arguing 
V^ « all 4 ftiort^ conceWltie the Ex# 
A iftcflcfc and Perfeftiotis of the firft 
Caufi I is ii^hat Matiy Learned Men have indedd 
iluck at. And it being evident, that Nothing caa 
h^frior tp the Firfl Canfii they have therefore 
thought it fufficicnt to fay, that the Firp Caufi 
exifts « abfolutelj withotit Caufii " and ihkt 
therefore there can be no fuch thing, as mifoning of 
arguing about it a priori at all. But if you attend 
carefully, you will find Thi$ way of fpeaking, to 
be by no means fatisfaftory. For though Uh id- 
deed moft evident^ that no Thingy no B^tw^ c^ 
be frior to That Bein^^ which is the FirftCaufi 
and Original of all things ; yet there rhuft be in 
nature a Ground or ReafoHy a* femuMefA Ground 
pr ReafoH, of the exiJleHce of the tirft Cdufi. O- 
therwift its Existence would be owing to, and de- 
pend Upon, mere Chance. Apd all- that coUld be 
\ '■ . ■ ~ faid 



faid Opon This Head, would amount to This only ; 
that It exiftsj tccanji it exifts ; that it therefarf. 
does and ^ways did exift, becaufe it does and al* 
ways did exift. Which the Followers of Sfinoica 
will, with equal ftrength of reafon, affirm con- 
ceming even Sfdfiance that exifis at all. 

If the Idea of an Eternal and ^ 

* Nothing, is That, of Infinite Nothing, were a Poffibh 

ivhich tviry thins cm truly jj^^^ ^ not contradiOarj in iir 

tit1^d.'^s:ZZ M^J^ £^i^«. of tic Firfi 

Idea of Noehing, Of I may Canfi would not be nec0ffary : 

fi> fpoiO i* abfolatcly /Ae (For NeceJJuj of beingy and Pcji?* 

Ke^«/ii»» «/ M Jdtas. The ^^.;,.^ ^r ^^^ ^^,w are contraMaori, 

'£:Xfi^^^:J: Mi) And ?the £*//?««. 3 
iC^ntradi^ioh in Terms. the Firjl Caufe, was not necejfarj ; 

it would be no contradiSion, to 
fuppoie it either not to have exijled in time paft, 
or to ceafe to exift at any time to copne. The £x^ 
iftence therefore of the Firft Caufey is Necejfarj : 
Necefliry ^filntelj. and i> itfilf. And therefore 
not Nefeffitj is, a friori, and in the Order of No* 
tnre^ the Ground or Reafon of its exiftence. For 
That, which exiflt Necejfarj \ pr in the Id^ of 
which, Exiftence and Neccjfttj ar/s infepar(ilj and 
pecejfarilj ConneEled ; mull either /iE»^f/9r< be «<ce/^ 
ySry, becaufe it f A://fi ; qi elfe it muft therefore 
»ifl:, becaufe its Exiftence is Necejfan. If it was 
therefore neceffary, becatefe jit exifted ; then, for 
the lame reafon, evtrj thing that e^fifts^ would exift 
necejfarilj; and either ^t/rrv thing% or nothingj would 
be the Firft Caufe* On the contrary ; if the /Vi^ 
Gmp/? does therefore exift, becaufe its Exiftence is 
Necejfarj ; then Neceffitj is the Ground or Reafon 
ox Foundation of that Exiftence : And the £jri/?f 
f»rtf does not i;//fr, ^tbat is^ a priori^ or in the 
qrder of Nature and Confequenccy antecede) the Ncr 
ceffitjf of Exifting i but the Neceffitj of exifting does 
ien the contrary infer^ (that is, a friori^ or in the 

order 
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0^Jer of fMHTij anteccde the Suppofition of) the 
'Exigence. Which is, what I propofed to prove. 

The Argument a pofteriarh is indeed by far the 
pufft ^herally ufeful Argument) inoft eafy to be 
underftood, and in fome degree fuited to all Capa-^ 
ckies ; And therefore it ought Always to be diftinft- 
ly infifted upon. But forafmuch as Atheiftical Wri- 
ters iMvefometimes oppofed the Being and Attributes 
of God by fuch mct^hjfical Reafonings, as can no 
otherwife be obviated, than by argumg a prim ; 
therefore TTsis manner of arguing alfo, is Mfjif$tl, and 
fmejfarj in its proper place. 

The Eternity of G6dj can no otherwife be 
ptoved^ than by confidering a priori the Nature of 
a Necefar^ ot Sclf-Exifitm Caufe. The Temporary 
phaenomena of nature, prove indeed demonftrably ^ 
foficrimi that there is^ and has been from the Be^ 
ginning of thofi phanomena^ a Being of Power and 
Wifdom ffffficient to produce and preferve thofe 
phaenomena. But that This Firfi Caufe has exiflcd 
frtm Eternity i and ftidl exift to Eternity y cannot be 
proved from thofe Temporary phanomena ; but mufl: 
be demonftrated from tne intrinlick Nature of iV5r- 
eeffkry-Exiftence. If the Firfl Cade e^ifts *^ alfi^ 
*< Imeiy without atrf Ground or Reajinjf Exijlence i ** 
k might as podibly in Times pa(l, without anj Rea^ 
finy have notexifled; and may as pojfEbly in Times 
to come, without amy fea/buy ceafe tQ exift. Can it 
be proved a pofteriorij that' the Firft Caufi of all 
things will exifi to morrow ? Or can it be proved 
any otherwife, than by ihowing that Neceffity is z-, 
certain ground of Future as well a$ of Prejfentex^ 
iflience f And if fb ; then the Ground or Reafin, 
upon which the Firfl Caufe now does, and hereafter 
alw^s wiBy and cannot tut exift ; is the very lame 
Gfound or Reafouj Upon which he always did exift: 
And confequently it cannot with Truth be aflGirmed, 
!^^ ^ f ^ !?^ufe cxifts (( abfolutely without jinj 
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« Gromd w Redfin of Exi^tuce. " When AtheiftH 
cal Writers affirm, that the mdterid Vniwrftt and* 
every exifting Subftance in particular, w)u Eternal 
<< abfolutely without 4fy Ground or Reafin ofExiftfua;** 
can This aflertion be confuted by Htm^ who ihaB 
himfelf zSitmy that Godwis EttwA utfal/iulj Tvkih- 
out jAtj Gfound or Rutfou of Exifience ? Or can it 
be anj other wxj confuted ^ ail^ than by fhowin^ 
that Somethif^ muft be uecfgi^ily-^xiAetitx feUe no- 
thing would ever have exifted;) and that Thdt which 
IS noceffdrify^xifictUy cmaot poffitly be either i%»r^, or 
AfovcMiU, ox at any time cap^^e of Any Dimimatiam^ 
j&erutiomsy lAfukatiou^ Fariatiom, jfue^fualitieSf or 
Dft/ny^^rioM whatfoever, either in whoUy otvipurt^ 
or in diffmm parts either of Space or Time 2 

In Uke manner, the Itfmty or Immeu^j or Ohn 
mprefeme of Qod, can no otherwife be prov^, than 
by coniidering a priori the nature of a Necejfarj mr 
Self'ExIfient Caufe. The Fimte phsnomena of na*» 
ture, prove indeed demonftrably a pofteriori, thac 
there is a Being which has Extent of Power and 
Wifdom fuffeienty to produc^ and preferve aU thefe 
phenomena. But that This jiutnor of Namre is 
fRmfeW abfokitehr Immenft or Infimoej caanot be 
pravea from thete Finite phasnomeaa ; bui ixmSk be 
demonftrated from the kitrinfick nature o£JVecefor% 
Exifience. If t^ie Firft Caufe exifls <' ^AfAuMj^ 
^ mtkout am Ground or Reafon of Exifience ; ** ic 
may as ppffibly be Finite y as Infinite; it may aspoffijbtjr- 
bsJJmitedy asbtlmmenje* ItmayaspoffiblymOiwr 
fiiUeSf without any reafouy not exifi ; as it doesy Tirithom 
emroufiny exift in T^fi Placesy where the pbanomem^ 
AfM^Mf prove that it does exift. Can it be prov^ a 
ftfteriavif i\xiKT%afGoverni$§gTKfdomandiPvufery^Aikh 
the phanomena of Nature in Ms material WorU deiBOCW 
ftratetabeprelent/&rtf; muft therefore be /Mflmr^i^ In^ 
finitey or Onmiprejent ? muft htprefent likewife in thofe 
boundlefs Spaces^ where we know of no phanouuma or 



BffhSi to preve its exift^ce? Or cm the /mm^ 
and Ommfrefeftei of the FiHl Caufe> htdt all proved 
any other way^ than by fliowing that Neceffitj «f 
Exiftence is capable of no Umitdtion ; but muft 
for the fame leafon be the ground of ImtneHji or 
Ommfrefint exifiencfy as 'tis the Ground or Foun*^ 
dation of 4gf Exiftence at all ? 

Again: Tht V^itji of God, ('which, I think, has 
dways been allowed to be a Principle of Natural 
Religion ; Otherwife St Paml could not juftly have 
blamed the Heathen as inexcnfahU^ in that thtf did 
not Uks^ to retain Ood in their Knerwledge^ and that, 
when thej kn^w Oody they glorified hi0 not as Ood: 
The Vnitj of Godj I fay,) can no otherWifc be de* 
monftrated,- than by cohfidering a priori the nature 
of a Neceffary or Self-^xifient CaUle* The Phano^ 
mena of Nature which come within the reach of 
Our obfetVltfoD, prove indeed demonftrably, that 
there is a Supreme jiuthor and DireStir of That Na^ 
tme, or of Thoft phammenay whereof we have any 
Knowledge, mt that This Supreme Amh&r and 
Gffvemour(^THIS NATVREy or of THESE 
phanomenoj b likcwife the Supreme Amhef and Go^ 
vtrnottr of VNirE RSAL Nature ; cannot be 

{craved by Vs from our pdrtial and imperfeSl KsKfUr^ 
edge of a Few phanomenar in tkdxfmall part of the 
Univerfe, which comes within the reach of Our 
Senfes ; but muft be demonftrated from the intrin* 
fick nature of necejfary exifience4 If the Firji Caufi 
exifts « abfolmeij witbtfkt any Grounder Reafin ofex^ 
^^iftence; *' 'tis altogether as poflible, and as probable^ 
and as reafirnahk to (uppofe, that there may> without 
any reafon, cxift nut^rlefs Finite independent eo'^xifi'- 
ent Firfi Catifes ("either of likg Nature andSttbfiance to 
each othef, or of different Nature and Suhfiance fioiA 
each other,) in different Parts of the immenfe Uni- 
verfe ,' as tl»t there (houW, withofit any reafon, exift 
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One anfyi tnjtnhi^ Immenfi^ Omniprefenty Firft Cauje^ 
Author, and Governour of the ff^ole. 

That there isj and caffMot but be One, and One onhfj 
fuch Firfi Canfe^ Author and Cavernottrof the Vn$» 
verji; is (I conceive) capable of ftrid Demon* 
firationj including Tlsat part of the Ai-gument 
which is deduced a priori. The SuhjeB of the Quefti- 
on, is no Trifle* If any fober-minded man is per- 
Iwaded, he can find any Flaw in That Demonilra- 
tion ; or cares not to examine it, leaft any of its 
Confequences fhould prove inconfiftent with ibme 
other notions he may perhaps thro' prejudice have 
imbibed ,' I fhould be very Thankful to him, to 
fliow Hifw the Vnity of God (the Firfi Principle 
of Natural Religion) can at 4II be proved by Rea- 
ibn a pojieriori only. 

Some fuch confiaerations as thefe (I luppofe^ they 
were, or others of the like nature, which movca 
^Loeh'sV^' Mr Z./>w^drcA to write thus to Mr Locl^i ^ Argu* 
miliar Let- f^^^tum defideroJt Vir magnifieus* quo probetur Ens, 
tcrs, p2g. cujus exiftenti^ eft nccejfaria, tantum pojje ejfe Unum 5 
4-^9' e!r qtiidem ut id argumentum 4 necejjitate exiftentia 

defumatur.j & a priori (lit in Scholis loquuntur,) nou 
a pofleriori concludat ; hoc efiy e^ natura necejfari^ 
exijlenti4 probetur » earn plurihus non pojfe eJfe com- 
+ /^/^par ^t$nem. To which yJ/r Lec;^ replies : t LesTheohn 
f 2*413. *^^'^w, lesPhiJofopheSy & Defcartes luymemey liippo- 
ihnt I' Vnite de Dieu^fansla Prouver* After which, 
having fuggefted his Own Thoughts, he thus con- 
cludes : C eft Iky felon mojy une Prfuv^ a priori, que 
f Etre eternel independent n'eft qu* Vn. 

To argue therefore a priori concerning thf Ex-- 
iftence and ^tributes of the Firft Cauje, is no ab- 
surdity. For though No Things no Beings can indeed 
be prior to the Firft Cauje; yet Arguments majf 
and muft, be drawn from the Nature and Confe-^. 
jquences of That necejfity, by which the Firft Caufp 
ffl^s. ^|arhematical Nfcejfarj Truths^ are ufuafiy 

dcmw- 



? 



demonftrated a priori ; and yet nothing is Prhr to 
Truths eternaUj necefarj. To confine therefore the 
Z^ ^ /^f 7in», to argumentations about Such things 
only, as have Other Things frior to them in Time ; 
is only Quibbling iabout the Signification of Words. 
To the Objeftion, that an Attribute cannot be 
the Ground or Reafin of the Exiftence of the Sub- 
fiance itfelf, which is always on the contrary the 
Support of the jittribates : I anfwer; thatjinftrid- 
nels of Speecbj NeceJJkj of Exifience is not an j^t^ 
tribute^ in the Senfe that attributes Sivc properly fo 
ftyled ; but ^tis, [Sui generis^ the Ground or Foun- 
dation of exiftence, both of the Subfiance, and of ^411 
the ^tributes* Thus, in Other Inftances; Immen^ 
fitj is not an jittributCy in the Senfe that Wifdom, 
Power, and the like, are ftriftly fo called ; but *t\Sy 
\Sui generiSyl . a Mode of Exifience^ both of the 
Subfianccy and of jill the ^tributes. In like manner ; 
Etemitf, is not an Attribute or Property^ in thefenfe 
that other Attributes, inhering in the Subftance, and 
fupported by it, are properly fo called ; but 'tis^ 
\SHi generisy'\ the Duration of exiftence^ both of the 
Subfiancej and of jill the Attributes, jittributes or 
Properties^ ftriftly (o called, cannot ht predicated one 
qf another. Wifdom cannot properly be faid to be 
Powerful ; or Powers to be Tfife. But Imrnenjuj, is 
a MODE of exiftence^ both of the Divine Sub-^ 
fiance^ and of JUl the attributes. Eternitj, is the D V" 
RATION of exifience, both of the Divine Sub- 
fiance^ and of All the Attributes. And Necefiitjy \% 
thitGROV ND. or Reafon, or Foundation of Ex-^ 
ifience, both of the Divine Subfiance, and of All th^ 
^tributcf. 

I am. Sir, 

your very humble Servant, &c'^ 
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N the Second Propofition (in the ^^- 
fnonftration of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God,) Tag. 135 upon the words, 
\^^ is only a driving back from one Step 
" to another y'\ add the following Kote. 



THIS matter has fince been well illuftrated, By ai 
late -/ii^/^ Writer. «' Suppofe aChmi hmgdinvn 
« of^ of the Heavensj from an Unknown Height ; 
*^ and^ though Every iink^ of it gravitated toward 
<^ the Earth, and what it hung ttpm was not vifibhj 
<« yet it did not defcendy hut kept its jitHation: Asd, 
«« ufon Thisy a auefiion jbould arife. What ftmmed 
<« or kept up this Chain ? Would it be a Js^ient 
« Mfwer, to fajj that the Firft or Lawejt LinH^hmg 
^f upon the Second, or That next above it ; the Se- 
*f cond, w rather the Firft and Second together, 
*« upon the Third ; and Jo on m infinitum ? For$ 
«' What holds t^ the Whole ? A Chain of ten lints, 
<« would faU down I unlefs fomething, able to heat 
<< it, hindered. One of Twenty i if not fiaied by 
^\ Something of a yet Greater Strengtb^in proportion to 
«« the Increafe of Weight. Md ther^ore One of in- 
«< finite links, certainly ; if not fu^ined by Some* 
« thing infinitely ftrongy and capable to bear uf an 
<' infinite Weight. jiM Thus it is in a Chain of 
« Caufcs andEflFeds; tending, or Xas it were} gr^ 
<^ vitating, towards Jome End. The Lafiy orLoweftf 
<• depends, or (as one may fay) is fufpended uj^on the 
'« Caufe above it. This agaiuy if it be not the Firfi 
<^ Caufe, isfufpend^dy as an EfeSy ufon Something 
<* above it i &c. And if they fhoutd be infinite ; 
«f unleft (acreeablj to what has been faid) there is 
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** Jhme Caufe, nywuffocAAll hang er defend i tl^ 
" -woMld h but an innnite Effed, without aa Bm- 
« cienC. .-4b«/ to afert there it Mtj fmh Things wetdd 
*' he as great an Abfurdity ai to fujy that a finite 
*« «r.litttf Weight wtmti fometbitig to fufiain it, 
*' bm OH Infinite one (or the Greatefl_J dta not*' * 
Religion of Nature delineated, pag. 6j. 
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